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Irregular CEstrum in the Cow.* 
By L. P. Pues, F.R.C.V.S., B.Sc., Sevenoaks. 


IntTRopucTION. (strum normally appears about 
the tenth or twelfth month of life and, once estab- 
lished, occurs regularly at intervals of three weeks, 
except when the cow is pregnant. The average 
duration of cstrum is from twelve to twenty-four 
hours. The many irregularities which attend the 
onset of menstruation in the human subject and 
similar irregularities at the menopause have not been 
noted or are of no importance in cattle. 

The remaining types of irregularity fall into the 
following groups :— 

(1) Persistence of cestrum during pregnancy. 

(2) Complete suppression of cestrum otherwise 

than by a normal pregnancy. 

(3) Irregular intervals between cestral periods. 

(4) Persistent cestrum and unduly lengthened 

cestrum. Nymphomania. 

It is proposed to deal briefly with thesé four groups 
from a clinical point of view, indicating treatment and 
prognosis whenever possible. 


I. PERSISTENCE OF (ESTRUM DURING PREGNANCY. 


This is certainly uncommon, but it undoubtedly 
occurs, and the writer has experience of quite a number 
of such cases. They are of great theoretical interest, 
but their clinical significance can be quickly indicated. 

In the first place, they warn us that a cow is not 
necessarily sterile because cestrum recurs after service. 
In all such cases pregnancy must be carefully excluded 
before any opinion is given. 

Secondly, it is well to bear in mind that sterility 
is a frequent sequel of this type of irregularity. Why 
this should be so has yet to be explained, but prognosis 
must always be guarded with this factinmind. _ 

Nor must it be supposed that treatment is not 
required, for there is evidently some ovarian abnor- 
mality present, and every care should be taken that 
the animal is not exposed to any risk which might 
accentuate it, or which might render sterility more 
certain. Any practicable measure of isolation from 
other cattle should be enforced, on the hypothesis 
(admittedly not proven) that this irregularity may be 
akin in its nature to nymphomania. When parturi- 
tion occurs, sepsis must be guarded against as far as 
possible, and very heavy milking discouraged. 


*Pr-sented to the South Eastern vivis on at Cuauridge Wel.s, 
On ganuary 16.0, 1924, 


II. CompLete SupPRESSION oF (EsTRUM. 


This is normal during pregnancy, and is not uncom- 
mon during the early stages of heavy milking. Of 
the various factors which may cause it the following 
have a very definite clinical importance :— , 

(1) Dessicated foetus. 

(2) Macerated foetus. 

(3) Pyometra. 

(4) Persistent corpus luteum. 


Deswccated fatus. 

The history given is that of a heifer, rarely a cow, 
which has been served and apparently conceived. 
When all the usual signs of pregnancy have appeared, 
including, perhaps, miik formation, the beast will 
seem to settle down and passes the time normally, 
when she should calve. If left alone, she may remain 
in this state for several months, and it is often not 
until the twelfth or some later month that advice is 
sought. 

Diagnosis is not difficult. By rectal examination 
one can appreciate the “mummy ” in wero. 

The first step in treatment is expression of the 
corpus luteum from the ovary, and this should be 
done per vaginam if possible, since, often, no little 
force must be used and the rectal mucous membrane 
might be seriously injured thereby. 

Then the vagina should be douched twice daily 
with one gallon of hot normal sa.ine solution. The 
temperature should not exceed that which can be 
comfortably borne by the elbow. After four or five 
days this will generally produce a rusty vaginal 
discharge, and the os wilk be found to be open and 
dilated. Usually the head of the mummy can be felt. 

A subcutaneous injection of 6 c.c. of posterior 
lobe Pituitary Extract should now be given and the 
douching continued. 

The desiccated foetus is usually born naturally, 
and the uterus should be forthwith flushed out with 
half per cent. Lugol solution. 

The beast should be served without fail at the next 
cestral period, since there is a marked tendency to 
adiposity in these cases. Prognosis is hopeful. 


Macerated foetus. 

Should a dead foetus become infected, the above 
clinical picture is altered. The soft tissues of the 
foetus are digested and pass through the cervix, 
which, in such cases isopen. ‘There is, in consequence, 
a purulent vaginal discharge. In other respects the 
clinical picture is that of a desiccated foetus. 

Diagnosis is made by palpation per rectum, when the 
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grating together of the foetal bones can readily 
be felt. 

It is not possible to remove a macerated foetus 
without injury to the uterus, which would prevent 
any further conception, and prognosis is quite helpless. 

Fortunately the beast usually fattens out well. 
Pyometra. 

The presence of pus or infected fluids in the uterus 
is by far the commonest cause of pathologically- 
suppressed cestrum. It is in this way that attention 
is usually called to its presence. 

The diagnosis is made by rectal examination. when 
the uterus is found to contain varying amounts of 
fluid or pus. ‘The impression imparted to the hand 
by pathological fluid cannot very readily be mistaken 
for pregnancy. However, the warning given in the 
first section of this paper must be borne in mind. 

The corpus luteum is persistent, and thus cestrum 
does not appear until the uterus is emptied. In some 
cases, however, infection may spread to and destroy 
the corpus luteum in situ, and irregular cestral periods 
are seen in such cases. 

Treatment consists in expressing the corpus luteum 
and in intra-uterine medication. The former may 
often be omitted, and it is the intra-uterine treatment 
which is of the greater importance. I usually give 
douches of one per cent. Lugol’s solution until the 
sepsis is cleared from the uterus. As soon as cestrum 
appears [ repeat the washing, and then desist for three 
weeks in order to see if cestrum appears normally. 
If the reproductive organs then appear normal, the 
beast may be turned out to grass for a couple of months 
before service by the bull. 

Prognosis is relatively favourable if cestrum has 
been totally suppressed, since this is, to some extent, 
evidence that infection has not spread beyond the 
uterus. But it is impossible to be sure about the 
condition of the oviducts, and a favourable prognosis 
is only justified in recent cases. 

Persistent corpus luteum. 

Here again suppressed cestrum is usually the 
symptom for which advice is sought. On examination, 
pe is no sign of a desiccated or macerated foetus, 
or of pyometra, or any other enlargement of the 
uterus. Rectal examination reveals apparently 
normal reproductive organs. One ovary has a corpus 
luteum of normal size, If it is possible to examine 
the animal at a later date, the condition will be found 
the same. 

Diagnosis rests in the absence of any apparent 
abnormality. 

Treatment is by expression of the corpus luteum. 
(Estrum follows in a few days, and the prognosis 
with regard to breeding is quite favourable. But 
here again it is advisable to allow service at the 
first cestrum. 

This * idiopathic ” persistence of the corpus luteum 
is comparatively rare. 


Ill. INTERVALS BETWEEN (ESTRAL 
Pertops. 
This symptom is usually associated with one of 
the three following abnormalities :— 
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(1) Infection of the oviducts, ete. 


(2) Karly abortion or foetal atrophy. 
(5) Incipient nymphomania. 


Infection. 

It has already been pointed out that pyometra 
may be associated with complete suppression or with 
irregularity, and that the latter is very probably 
associated in particular with infection of the corpus 
luteum. There is, however, another group of cases 
in which symptoms are similar, but in which there 
does not exist, so far as we know, any such stimulus 
to the corpus luteum to inhibit cestrum, and yet this 
body often appears to persist and inhibit the proper 
functioning of the uterus. 

Treatment is the employment of such measures 
as we have mentioned when discussing pyometra, 
but it is often of little avail, and the prognosis in these 
cases should not be favourable. 

This group must be very carefully differentiated 
from the next. 


Early abortion and fatal atrophy. 


In these cases no irregularity is noticed until the 
beast has been served. She conceives normally, 
but after a month or two cestrum re-appears. If she 
be served again, the same sequence of events may 
follow. Thus the clinical course is that of a series of 
regular and regularly-spaced cestral periods alterna- 
ting with periods of complete suppression. 

It will often be found that more than one beast 
in a herd is affected. 

The veterinary surgeon in these cases is really faced 
with a series of abortions at the second or third month, 
and treatment depends on the possibility of removing 
the cause of the abortions, 

This may be an endometritis or other septic con- 
dition which can be treated on the usual lines, but in 
many cases the bull is at fault, and the abortion is 
due to defective viability of the fertilised ovum. 
If this is suspected, or if it seems possible that the 
bull introduces infection, careful investigation must 
be made. 

Sepsis must first be sought for in the external or 
internal reproductive organs of the bull, special 
attention being paid to the vesicule seminales and 
the epididymes. 

If no sepsis is found, the semen must be examined 
and the numbers, motility, and characters of the 
spermatozoa noted. Normally, the spermatozoa are 
seen to occur in moderately-dense clusters, and each 
has a well-formed pear-shaped head and long tail. 
Both stain well with methylene blue. If spermatozoa 
are scanty or immotile, or the tails broken off or their 
form otherwise defective, it is probable that the bull 
is at fault. 

In this case (as also even if no abnormality of the 
bull can be found) the cow should, after treatment 
for sepsis, be served by some other bull, when normal 
pregnancy may follow. If there are several cases 
in one herd, it may be possible to arrange (after 
treatment of any cervicitis, ete.) that some should 
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be served by the suspected bull and others served 
by another bull to act as controls. 

The treatment of the bull is outside the seope of 
this paper, but one may briefly indicate that infection, 
diet and exercise must all be considered. 

Incipient nymphomania. 

In these cases eestrum is not only unduly frequent 

but unduly prolonged. 


Nymphomania. 

This condition is so well known as not to need 
prolonged description. The earliest stage is charac- 
terised by cestrum becoming unduly prolonged for 
a week or more, and to be quickly followed by another 
cestral period until the sexual and nervous excitement 
becomes almost continuous. Falling-in of the sacro- 
sciatic ligaments, with elevation of the tail and 
sacrum, is an almost pathogomic external character 
of these unfortunate beasts. There are almost con- 
tinual attempts to ride other cattle, and, in some 
cases, even inanimate objects. In a still later stage 
the beast assumes many of the characters of the bull, 
such as roaring, scraping of the soil with the fore 
feet, thickening of the neck muscles, ete. 

In all cases one or both ovaries will be found to be 
the site of large follicular cysts. 

Treatment consists in the rupture of these cysts as 
they occur, essaying, if possible, not to leave a follicle 
more than twenty-four hours after sexual excitement 
has re-occurred before operating on the ovaries. 
Any other abnormalities (such as cervicitis) should 
be treated at the same time. The cow must be 
isolated from other cattle in such a way that neither 
the sight nor, if possible, the sound of them is allowed 
to lead (as it does in these cases) to undue sexual 
excitement and aggravation of symptoms. Thyroid 
extract should also bé given in one drachm doses 
daily. I obtain this from Messrs Duncan and 
Flockhart in half-pound bottles. A liberal ration of 
green food should be given. 

Favourable signs of recovery are a tightening up 
of the sacro-sciatic ligaments and a return to a normal 
wstral period. Not until the latter is re-established 
should service be allowed. 

Prognosis in early cases should be hopeful but 
guarded, since mild cases may sometimes resist all 
treatment, whilst others having more pronounced 
characters may recover quickly. 


DISCUSSION, 


Professor J. B. Buxton: We are all extremely 
indebted to Mr. Pugh for having brought this matter 
before us to-day. From the title of the paper, I was 
very naturally under the impression that this was a 
subject which must be considered and discussed 
solely by veterinary practitioners, and those of 
some extensive experience. When | had the privilege 
of seeing Mr. Pugh’s paper, however, I thought | 
might alter my opinion, and I felt that 1 might 
endeavour to act as a link between Mr. Pugh and 
individuals who, like myself, have only had the 
opportunity of studying the thing in a more or less 
cursory manner. 
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Having read Mr. Pugh’s paper, [ came to the 
definite conclusion that he had not brought himself 
down to the level of the man who meets these cases 
in every-day life. L would not presume to in any 
way criticise this paper in an adverse manner, but 
as L said I am going to set out to act as a link between 
Mr. Pugh, who has made this thing a very special 
study and those of us who have not had a like 
opportunity. 

With regard to the persistence of strum during 
pregnancy, [am quite sure Mr. Pugh will welcome the 
opportunity of explaining what evidence there is 
for the assumption that this is purely and primarily 
an ovarian abnormality. L think one would be 
justified in asking him how the ordinary practitioner 
might befsupposed to be able to determine the nature 
of that abnormality, and that accomplished, [ think 
it would be a good idea to hear what treatment 
Mr. Pugh himself recommends, [ think that, if 
we get more guidance from him regarding his opinions 
on these various controversial points raised in the 
paper, we shall have done something to forward 
our ideas on these subjects. 

In the author’s statement that sepsis must be 
guarded against, [ would like to know whether he 
refers to infection de novo, or to pre-existent infection. 

It would be, [ am sure, very interesting to all of 
us if Mr. Pugh would tell us the procedure he adopts 
in expressing the corpus luteum. He might have 
mentioned the difficulty which is experienced in 
expressing a deeply-embedded corpus luteum and the 
danger of attempting its forcible removal. 

With regard to nymphomania, I should like to ask 
Mr. Pugh if he considers it always an easy matter to 
recognise the cysts in cases of cystic corpora lutea. 
Is it not a fact that, in some instances, cysts of 
relatively small dimensions may be more or less cen- 
trally placed, and surrounded by glandular tissue ¢ 
| should like to ask him to what extent these cysts 
may persist. 

As we know, in this condition the cervix is generally 
flaccid, and the uterus generally very much enlarged. 
It has been suggested that this condition results from 
pyometra. Does he think that that is possible, 
or does he rather think that the endometritis results 
from nymphomania 

In what percentage of cases does Mr. Pugh think 
that, under the most favourable conditions, we may 
expect recovery, and would he recommend castration 
in the case of an ordinary cow which was in the 
early stages of lactation ¢ 

I have purposely endeavoured to refrain from any 
form of criticism. I have simply tried to raise one 
or two points which may lead to further discussion, 
and perhaps other points which the essayist has 
overlooked. 

Mr. C. Ropertrs: The thing that stands out most 
prominently in one’s mind in this connection is the 
difficulty in prognosing. A client wants to know what 
the outlook is, and it is often very difficult to form an 
opinion, much less to express one, Some animals in 
these cases, without doubt, recover with treatment, 
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An interesting thing, in my opinion, that I met 
with two or three years ago was the case of a cow 
upon which I was asked to express an opinion as to 
her pregnancy, and there was no doubt about it. 
She came in season and was served by a bull, and in 
sixty days after that she calved a normal full-time 
calf. 


Mr. F. C. Gittarp: I would like to thank the 
essayist for his very excellent paper. I take the 
greatest pleasure in doing this, because I knew Mr. 
Pugh at an age of which he now has very little recol- 
lection. (Laughter.) I can only say that Mr. Leslie 
Pugh looks like following in the footsteps of his father 
in going into every detail of the subject which he 
tackles. 

Major F. T. G. Hosppay: Two remarks of Mr. 
Pugh’s have struck me. In his introduction he said 
he taken particular notice of one special branch. 
That is an illustration of what one has to do if one is 
going to make headway. I think, next to the reduc- 
tion of tuberculosis and contagious abortion, this 
subject is one which has troubled the country prac- 
titioner more than any with which he has had to deal. 


It is especially troubling the breeders of pedigree 
stock. 


I am sure that Mr. Pugh has an absolute fortune 
in his fingers if he can only show that he can do more 
than the rest of us amongst the pedigree stock of Great 
Britain. His name is well known now as a specialist 
in this particular thing. It has been original research 
of his, which is well worth following up. I know that 
he will follow up this subject, and we all hope that 
he will bring it toa climax. In Great Britain the man 
who does these things in a private capacity has 
to put his hand in his own pocket. In other coun- 
tries he is subsidised by grants from government or 
society. 

As illustrating the great interest that is being 
taken in this, I may mention that, since an article 
appeared in the Journal a couple of months ago, by 
Mr. Morgan, of New Zealand, in which he said how 
puzzling it was that cattle came into cestrum again 
after having been served, I had a letter only last 
week which assured me how widespread the interest 
in this question was amongst stockowners from the 
manager of one of the biggest studs in India. He 
said that it had been observed by him as quite a com- 
mon thing that beasts which were pregnant were 
quite continuously in cestrum during pregnancy. 
There is one other interesting thing that my partner, 
Mr. Stainton, and myself have done, which is worth 
relating to you now, because we have got the sequel 
to it. It relates to the question of the rupturing of 
the corpus luteum in nymphomania, with a view to 
producing pregnancy. We had a cat a short time ago 
which was worth £100 if we could get her pregnant, 
whereas, as she was she was not worth more than the 
— of her skin. We could not rupture the corpora 

utea through the vagina, so we opened her side 
and examined her ovaries. We found thirteen little 
cysts in one, and pricked them with a sterile scalpel. 
That cat stopped ioe cestrum right from that time ; 


she has been served again and, at the present time, 
is pregnant. That is a method which is worth con- 
sideration if you cannot get at the ovaries in any other 
way. It is, moreover, further evidence that these 
persistent corpora lutea are probable causes of sterility. 
I know from experience in the mare that these 
cysts develop in them, and that, by taking away the 
diseased ovary of the two, one can afterwards get the 
animal pregnant. I have done this, and in each case 
we have had foals from these animals afterwards. 

Mr. H. V. Dizr: Has Mr. Pugh had any experience 
of sterility having been caused by immunisation 
against abortion? If it is due to the vaccine, it is 
difficult to explain why one herd should stand each 
time they are put to the bull and another should be 
impossible to get in calf. 

Mr. T. F. Hoapen: I have listened to the paper 
with very great interest, and within the last 
twelve months I have asked Mr. Pugh to come down 
into my district in consultation with regard to one 
or two herds. In two or three cases Mr. Pugh operated 
on the ovaries which were suspected, and the results 
were very satisfactory indeed. The animals returned 
to the bull very soon afterwards, and I believe they 
are now pregnant. 

I was rather interested in his remarks about the 
desiccated foetus. I had a bunch of heifers, and four 
out of five of them proved in calf and calved at the 
normal time. The other one did not look in calf, 
and she was sold to the butcher, making a splendid 
heifer. After she was slaughtered the butcher 
showed me the uterus. It contained just the bones 
of a foetus—all the soft tissues had been dissolved. 
The animal showed no signs of illness whatsoever. 

I think several members here would be pleased to 
hear more about Mr. Pugh’s modus operandi in dealing 
with cystic ovaries. 


THE REPLY. 


Mr. Pueu: My first duty must be to thank Mr. 
Buxton very much for his remarks, and for the 
kind way in which he let me off (laughter), because 
he comes from the home of the physiology of breeding. 

The first question raised is the point of cows being 
in calf and yet turning in cestrum—what is the exact 
significance of the condition ? I know of a remarkable 
case where the cow came into cestrum every three 
weeks during the whole of pregnancy, was in cestrum 
the night before she calved, and was in cestrum again 
three weeks afterwards, when she was again served. 
I have found out that if they have been showing 
signs of cestrum during pregnancy, then there is a 
very serious risk of their not breeding afterwards. 
Whether that is due to a localised infection of the 
oviduct region I could not say. One cannot determine 
that definitely, because the oviducts are too far away. 
A factor is that the endocrine system becomes very 
upset during pregnancy—especially the Pituitary 
Body. If the anterior lobe is stimulated, as we 
know it is during pregnancy, it will give rise to certain 
irregularities. I always look upon that as possibly 
having some connection with the persistence of 
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cestrum during pregnancy. Endocrine upsets are 
most difficult to deal with if you do not know which 
particular secretion to tackle. In the case of nympho- 
mania it almost seemed to me that the thyroid 
was definitely upset, and I wrote a paper some time 
back suggesting that this might be a condition in 
which the thyroid was under-active in one stage and 
over-active in another, and I suggested it might be 
the stage where the thyroid was going over to the 
under-active stage. I had a certain calf which had 
not grown for four months from the day it was born. I 
then put it on to gr. v. thyroid extract daily, and from 
the day that was given the calf began to grow like a 
mushroom. We have reared this heifer up to fourteen 
months of age, and now the ligaments have sunk in, 
the tail has gone up, and she has developed nympho- 
mania. Sir Clifford Albutt has written me several 
letters on the point. He says he has never known of 
a case of an over-active thyroid giving rise to sexual 
abnormalities. 


We know that the cow with nymphomania 
eventually becomes lethargic from a sexual stand- 
point ; then she fattens out and becomes a typical 
myxcedema case. 


In reference to the examination of the corpus 
luteum, a good many practitioners tell me they have 
difficulty in picking up the ovaries. They will find 
it much easier if they pull on the cervix. That 
brings up the cervix, and then, of course per rectum, 
they can trace the uterine horns along to the ovaries, 
unless there is an adherence somewhere, when it is 
useless to proceed. If you put your finger on to what 
you think may be a cyst, and press gently, it does 
give slightly. If you get a deep-seated cyst, it is 
certainly very difficult, to diagnose ; you can then 
only go on shape and size of the ovary. 


If you have true nymphomania you will generally 
find one or more cysts in the ovaries. Hess, one of the 
first veterinary surgeons to describe sterility well, 
said that if you have a centrally-placed cyst the 
chances of recovery are quite remote. In these cases 
I generally take the ovary out, and hope that the 
other will function, and it usually does. I have had 
failures with some cases, where the trouble was 
probably glandular insufficiency, but, on the other 
hand, I have had cases which have actually developed 
masculine characteristics and yet recovered. 


It is certainly the right thing to adopt castration 
during the early stages of lactation in the affected 
cross-bred cow, because she continues to give milk 
for some time after, and if you do not, the chances are 
that she will go dry very quickly—-easily within three 
months. I think you are always justified in removing 
both ovaries straight away in these cows. In regard 
to nymphomania predisposing to infection of the 
genital apparatus, | said that sepsis was so common 
in the cow, and nymphomania so comparatively 
rare, that I did not think it was necessary to look upon 
sepsis as an original cause of it, but it may certainly 
be a predisposing factor. In nymphomania the 
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An Historical Note. 


By Major A. A. Pryer, D.S.O., R.A.V.C., 
Meerut, U.P.. India. 


I have compiled the subjoined historical note on 
the assumption that few members of the Veterinary 
Profession, with the possible exception of some of my 
brother officers who may have served in Meerut, 
are cognisant of the tragic part played by two 
veterinary surgeons, at the outbreak of the Indian 
Mutiny, on Sunday, May 10th, 1857. 

The two men in question were veterinary surgeons 
John Phillips and Charles John Dawson, of the 3rd 
Light Cavalry, which was the first regiment to break 
into revolt. It has been established beyond doubt 
that Dawson and his wife Eliza were the first two 
victims of the Mutiny. That they were the first 
English people to succumb is largely due to the fact 
that their bungalow (No. 242) adjoined the native 
cavalry lines, and must have been the first to have 
been encountered by the mutineers as they sallied 
out to their ghastly welter of death and destruction. 

What actually transpired is best described by the 
following account of an eye-witness : “ On that fateful 
Sunday evening Mr. and Mrs. Dawson were in bed 
suffering from smallpox. Aroused by the uproar 
created by the assembling mob, they came in their 
night clothes on to the verandah. Dawson was 
armed with a gun, which he discharged at the crowd, 
only further enraging it. He was instantly shot dead. 
His wife met with a worse fate. The cowardly demons, 
afraid to touch her, because of the danger of infection, 
threw lighted brands at her. Her garments caught 
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cervix is open, and there is a continuous discharge 
into the vagina, and you are bound to get contamination 
by secondary organisms in that way. 

Major Hobday has pointed out how the puncture 
of follicular cysts may bring about the cessation of 
cestrum. I think that is pretty definitely established. 
T do not think that it is necessary to open the cow in 
the flank, as it is so easy te do the operation, as in 
castration, through the vagina. 

In reply to Mr. Dier, most practitioners have found 
that inoculation with Bang’s bacillus is very successful, 
but some have found that there is sterility. 1 think 
the primary trouble is not due to Bang's bacillus at 
all, but to some other cause. There is a type of 
infective trouble in cows which gives rise to retention 
of the placenta, and in these cases you can isolate a 
number of organisms. I have been taking pieces of 
placentee about 24 hours after birth and forwarding 
them for bacteriological examination. In each case 
they sent back reports of the presence of the bacillus 
coli and streptococci. 

If animals can pick up one type of metritis, they 
might pick up any other form, but I have never seen 
anything yet in connection with the inoculation of 
B. abortus in heifers to stop your using it, though | 
have not tried it in cows. 
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fire, and she perished thus miserably. The bungalow 
was totally destroyed, but a new bungalow has been 
erected on the site, and to the present day is occupied 
regularly by officers of the Indian Cavalry. 


At the entrance gate stands a stone bearing the 
following inscription :— 
Here lived C. J. Dawson, Esq., 
Veterinary Surgeon, 
3rd Light Cavalry, 
1857. 


The murder of John Phillips took place under 
rather different circumstances. It is described by 
the Revd. J. F. Smythe, a resident at the time, in the 
following words: “I reached my house in perfect 
safety. We went just after my return into the 
western verandah and heard a shot in the adjoining 
road, followed by a cry and the galloping of a horse 
with a buggy. This proved to be the murder of 
Mr. Phillips, who was shot and mutilated by five 
troopers. Dr. Christie, the surgeon of the regiment 
who accompanied him in the buggy, was shot in the 
jaw and sadly disfigured at the same time.” 


An item of interest in connection with the Phillips’ 
murder is that it took place in Cannon Row, a portion 
of cantonments allotted to the British Regiments. 
With this unhappy exception no damage to life or 
property was sustained in the British lines, and 
Phillips’ assailants appear to be the only mutineers 
who ever succeeded in penetrating them. All the 
other Meerut victims were either residents in the lines 
of the Indian Regiments or were people who happened 
to be passing through them at the time. 


The undermentioned are true extracts from the 
Burial Register uf 8t. John’s Cemetery, Meerut :— 


When Cause of 
Date Name Occupation Buried Death 

10th May, | John Phillips, | Vety. Surgeon | 11th May. | Murdered in 
1857. Age 47 years. 3rd Light the insurrec- 
Cavalry. tion of Native 

‘Troops. 
10th May, | Charles John | Vety. Surgeon | 11th May. | Murdered in 
1857. Dawson. 3rd Light the insurrec- 
Age unknown. Cavalry. tion of Native 

Troops. 
10th May, | Eliza Dawson,| Wife of Vety. | 11th May. | Murdered in 
1857. Age 45 vears. Surgeon C.J. the insurree- 
Dawson, 3rd tion of Native 

Light Cavalry. Troops. 


Their tombs are still to be seen in St. John’s 
Cemetery, and are maintained in good repair. The 
inscriptions on the graves are : 


Sacred to the Memory of 
JOHN PHILLIPS, 
Veterinary Surgeon, 3rd Bengal Cavalry, 
Murdered during the Mutiny, 
at Meerut, on the 10th of May, 1857. 


This tomb is erected by 
George Carmichael Smythe, 
Colonel of the Regiment, 

In token of his affectionate regard. 


(Continued at foot of next column.) 


Indian Veterinary Service Association. 


Royat Commission EvIpENCE. 


In sending the subjoined cuttings from the 
Statesman of Calcutta, Major R. F. Stirling, Hon. 
Secretary of the Indian Veterinary Association, 
writes :— 

“T may say that the written evidence offered to 
the Royal Commission by my Association consisted 
of fifty foolscap pages of typed material, and that the 
newspaper account of the oral evidence given by the 
selected witnesses is meagre. 

“ It is a matter for congratulation that my Associa- 
tion was thanked by the Commission for the manner 
in which it had presented its case. 

“My Association feels sure that it has the support 
of the whole profession in the fight it is putting up 
for better terms, and fuller recognition of the 
Veterinary Service in India.” 

Bombay, December 6th. 

The All-India Associations of the Indian Agricul- 
tural Service (European officers) and the Indian 
Veterinary Service and the Bombay Branch of the 
Forest Association placed their views before the 
Royal Commission which assembled this morning. 
Sir Reginald Craddock occupied the chair. 


(Continued from previous column. ) 


This tablet was erected by 

Colonel G. Carmichael Smythe, 
3rd Bengal Cavalry, 
To the memory of his friend, 
CHARLES JOHN DAWSON, 
Veterinary Surgeon, Bengal Cavalry, 
and 
ELIZA, his Wife, 
Both murdered at Meerut 
On the 10th of May, 1857. 


I have been unable to gather any further facts 
concerning the lives of Phillips or Dawson, and am in 
ignorance as to whether either were graduates of a 
veterinary college. 

I think it is reasonable to assume, in view of the 
positions they held, that they had studied either at 
Camden Town or Edinburgh. Reference to the 
registers of students at these institutions would 
doubtless clear up the matter. 

In any case, the tablets on their graves indicate 
that they were esteemed by those they served, and their 
premature death in the service of the Empire well 
merits a place among the traditions of the profession. 

In conclusion, I may say that I have visited the 
site of the Dawson’s bungalow, and all other localities 
concerned in the incident. The facts required to 


make the narrative continuous have been elicited 
from Mutiny Memoirs‘ by the late Colonel A. R. D. 
Mackenzie, C.B., and a brochure entitled ‘“‘ A Memoir 
of Meerut,” by Captain N. T. Parker. 
my acknowledgments. 


To these I make 
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The Indian Veterinary Association mentions that 
there has been a very strong feeling among its members 
that the Government of India has been more concerned 
with questions of political expediency rather than 
with those of efficiency. The importance of a 
Veterinary Service in an agricultural country is 
obvious, and its importance in India is increasing. 
The Association does not consider a reduction in the 
European personnel within the next twenty years 
practicable, nor would it be in the interests of the 
country. The present number of European officers 
is essential for efficient administration, and in some 
provinces and some branches the superior staff needs 
to be largely increased. The Association urges the 
reorganisation of the Service, and thinks the Govern- 
ment of India should have its veterinary advisor 
and that each veterinary department be organised 
like other departments under an administrative 
officer who would co-ordinate all veterinary activities, 
such as the control of live stock diseases, veterinary 
education and research. In short, the Association 
urges the organisation of an effective Veterinary 
Service as in other countries like America, Canada and 
South Africa. The control of and research into live- 
stock disease should, as in those countries, be a central 
subject. The Association considers it essential in 
this connection that there shall be no lowering of the 
standard in the caseof Indians appointed in thefuture. 


Export oF HIpEs. 


The Association draws particular attention to the 
fact that the international labour organisation has 
now under consideration a proposal which may debar 
India from the export trade in hides, skins, bones, 
manure, etc. India will be asked to erect a sterilising 
apparatus at a great imitial and recurring cost, or to 
stamp out anthrax. The success of a measure designed 
to meet these objects would depend, in the Associa- 
tion’s opinion, on the efforts to improve the agency 
for notification, and an increase in the numbers of 
the veterinary personnel of all grades consistent with 
the work which has to be done. The pay and status 
of its officers must be raised commensurate with the 
importance of their work. Indianisation should 
proceed along the lines of the increase in the number 
of superior service posts and not by the replacement 
of the present European staff. The Association 
further asks for the elimination of unjust discrimination 
against their Service, under which, unlike other ser- 
vices, second superintendents when officiating as 
veterinary advisers or directors do not get the mini- 
mum pay of an officiating post, but only a small 
allowance. As a large majority of veterinary officers 
are stationed in large centres, they feel no difficulty 
about medical attendance, but are particularly hard 
hit in the respect of house rent, which is very heavy 
in such centres. Relief in this respect is therefore 
specially urged by the grant of an allowance over and 
above the Presidency or local allowances. 


Stupy LEAVE. 


It is pointed out that the present conditions regard- 
ing study leave do not encourage men to proceed 


and make themselves more useful. Study leave 
should be treated as leave on full average pay and 
should not be deducted from leave account. Regard- 
ing security of pension, the Association considers the 
best form of guarantee would be to lodge all contribu- 
tions in a fund with the British Government. 

In conclusion, the Association emphasises that in its 
suggestions for the reorganisation of the Service it 
has no intention to embarrass the Government at a 
time of financial stringency, nor are its views influenced 
by any question of political expediency. The sole 
object is to assist the Government of India in the 
furtherance of the welfare of the main industry of 
the country. 

Veterinary witnesses were next examined. Mr. D. 
Quinlan (Bihar and Orissa), Mr. P. J. Kerr (Bengal) 
and Major R. Stirling (Central Provinces) appeared. 

Sir Reginald Craddock, referring to the scheme of 
the organisation of the Service contemplating the 
necessary extension of their sphere of activity and 
personnel, observed that it was not within the 
competence of the Commission to go into this question 
which must be dealt with by the respective Govern- 
ments. 

Sir Reginald Craddock: Is it not that you want 
an inspector-general, and that your Service be an 
All-India Service ? 

Mr. Quinlan: Yes, we consider our department of 
great economic importance to India. We would 
divide our work into two distinct divisions—those 
under local bodies dealing with accideatal diseases 
and their prevention and cure and those dealing with 
contagious diseases as a central subject concerning the 
whole of India. 

Replying to further questions of Sir Reginald, 
witnesses said the right class of men with proper 
educational qualification and belonging to the agricul- 
tural class who knew something about animals were 
not coming forward in required numbers. 


INDIANISATION : EUROPEAN QUALIFICATION 
ESSENTIAL. 


When questioned about their statement that the 
reduction of the European element was not practicable 
within the next twenty yeats, Mr. Kerr said they were 
not opposed to Indianisation, but felt strongly that 
an European qualification was essential for the 
Service. They would welcome the Indian with 
European qualifications. . 

Mr. Basu pointed out that the Veterinary College 
at Lahore was quite up to the European standard, 
and would not therefore education in such a College 
be enough to equip Indians for service ? 

Witness replied that the standard of education in 
India was low, and that even Lahore College would 
not come up to Western teaching. There were, for 
instance, specialist teachers at Home, whom they 
could not get in India. 

Questioned about a reformed regime, Mr. Quinlan 
said he was very well off under the Minister. 

Mr. Kerr added that was also true of the Bengal 
Minister, but there was a difficulty in getting local 
boards to continue on a standard. 
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Replying to Mr. Coupland’s question, witness 
admitted that his proposal of centralising the subject 
would not entail the employment of any big staff at 
headquarters. The Inspector-General with a small 
staff would be enough to issue orders to all Provinces. 

Mr. Samarath asked witnesses whether they 
realised that by asking for the creation of higher 
posts they were creating more prospective appoint- 
ments, and that if these were afterwards abolished, 
their claim for compensation for the loss of career 
would be still greater than at present. 

Mr. Quinlan explained that they, as veterinary 
advisers, had submitted a plan they considered best 
in the interest of the country. If the Government 
thought otherwise, there the matter would end. 

Mr. Kaul told witnesses that on one hand they had 
asked for the creation of a superior Provincial Service 
for Indians, and on the other they had urged that 
Indians should possess European qualification. Would 
not such qualified Indians like to remain members 
of the Imperial Service ? 

Mr. Kerr agreed that should be so, and withdrew 
his suggestion in favour of a superior Provincial 
Service. 


Slippery Roads. 


The slippery condition of the roads, with the resulting 
danger to horses and live stock, has engaged the attention 
of the National Horse Association. The Council have 
determined to direct public attention to a matter of such 
vital importance to the agricultural community. The 
following letter, over the signature of the Chairman, has 
been sent to the various County Councils :— 

Srr,—I am directed by the Council of the National Horse 
Association of Great Britain to bring to your notice the 
many complaints that it is receiving from farmers, live 
stock breeders and hunting men throughout the country 
as to the slippery and dangerous condition of the roads. 
Definite cases of severe losses to owners of live stock, 
heavy horses and hunters have been received by this 
Association. We are led to believe that beneficial results 
have been secured on certain roads by the use, after tar 
spraying, of a larger sized grit and in larger quantities 
than is customary. We feel assured that your Countil 
have every desire to overcome this difficult and serious 
question, which we think you will admit is of great im- 
portance.--Yours, etc., 

Wavrer Girsry, Chairman. 

12 Hanover Square, W.1. 


The King and the Prince of Wales have shown their 
continued interest in the Veterinary Profession 
hy accepting the [Tistory of the Edinburgh Veterinary 
College. 


We would draw the attention of our readers to the 
claims made on behalf of their puppy-rearing product, 
**Saval,’’ as set forth in our advertisement columns 
by Messrs. Spillers’ Victoria Food, Ltd. 
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OPPORTUNE PUBLICITY. 


The article in the Daily Express headed * Poison 
Milk Trick’ appears at a very opportune moment. 
It draws the attention of the public to the misuse 
of tuberculin by unscrupulous persons, and it points 
out very plainly the way that veterinary surgeons are 
continually thwarted when applying the tuberculin 
test. That such malpractices have existed for many 
years has been known to members of the Veterinary 
Profession, and The National Veterinary Medical 
Association has made very strenuous efforts over a 
considerable length of time to collect authenticated 
facts and personal evidence on the matter. The task 
has proved extremely difficult ; but the committee of 
enquiry had ample evidence before them to justify the 
acceptance as an established fact of the assertion that 
the misuse of tuberculin was being carried on on a wide- 
spread scale. When the Therapeutic Substances Bill 
was introduced in the House of Lords, the Association 
noted that materials such as tuberculin and mallein 
were not specifically included; but, nevertheless, 
that Veterinary Therapeutic Substances were not 
excluded from the Bill. It may be here stated that 
the object of the Therapeutic Substances Bill is to 
place restrictions upon the manufacture of certain 
biological products so as to make it illegal to manu- 
facture or sell such products unless they conform to 
certain standards of strength, quality, and purity, 
and also to make it illegal to sell these products to 
any but qualified medical practitioners. At the 
very first opportunity the Bill was examined and 
considered by the National Veterinary Medical 
Association, and it was unanimously resolved to 
request the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to 
support the Bill. Resolutions were sent to the 
Ministry of Health expressing the support of this 
Association, and forwarding the Report of the Bio- 
logical Committee, and also asking for the inclusion 
of a veterinary surgeon upon the Advisory Committee. 
There is reason to believe that these representations 
have been favourably received by the Ministry. 

The Council of the R.C.V.S. allotted to a small 
committee the task of investigating and reporting 
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upon the Bill; but when the time came for this 
committee to report the Bill had, owing to the change 
of Government, become virtually dead, and now 
awaits re-introduction into the new Parliament. 

In the meantime the sub-committee referred to 
above was, at the last Council Meeting, dissolved, 
and power to deal with the Bill is now vested in the 
whole Council sitting as a Committee, and there the 
matter stands so far as the Royal College is concerned. 

The bringing of this matter of the wroygful use of 
tuberculin before the public at large is almost sure to 
rouse comment, and perhaps the Government may 
re-introduce the proposed Bill at an early date, in 
which case it is to be hoped that the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons will follow the lead given by 
this Association, and will take immediate and strong 
action to carry out the wishes of the Profession as 
expressed by the resolution of the “ National.” 


Clinical and Case Reports. 


Ths Editor will b2 glad to receive from members and others 
contributions to this column of reports of interesting cases. ° 


Rupture of the Prepubic Tendon in a Mare. 


By T. D. Taytor, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., Glasslough. 


In the beginning of June, a few years ago, I received 
an urgent message, about 9 o'clock p.m., to attend 
a mare that was very ill, and within a few weeks of 
her time for foaling. 

On my arrival I found the animal in a very distressed 
condition, with an enormous doughy swelling, exten- 
ding from the udder to the sternum, and right across 
the belly about six inches deep, its inferior external 
edges being well defined and in a straight line with 
the round of the ribs. 

The mare was ten months and three weeks pregnant, 
and the movements of the foal were very vigorous, 
causing the animal to crouch down with each move- 
ment. 

The only history I could get was that the animal 
had been to the bog three days previously, and 
brought home a load of peat; up to this she was in 
her normal health. The morning after her journey 
a small swelling was noticed in front of the udder, 
but owing to the mare’s condition no importance 
was attached to this. The swelling increased slightly 
to the third morning. and very rapidly from this 
on to the time I was called in, the owner saying 
that but for the fact that he was away from home 
all day, I would have been sammoned earlier. My first 
impression was that I had a case of purpura with 
which to deal--negativing this, a case of ventral 
hernia. On examination per rectum and vaginam 
the impression given was that all the organs were 
pulled forward. The os was an arm’s length from 
the vulva. I could not verify my diagnosis of ventral 
hernia from palpation or auscultation, and came to 
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the conclusion that I had a case of rupture of some of 
the suspensory muscles or tendons of the abdominal 
wall. Later, | was informed by Professor O'Connor, 
of Dublin, that it seemed a typical case of rupture 
of the prepubic tendon, 


Prognosis was very unfavourable. The owner 
asked me to try and save the foal, as he was very 
anxious to have a foal from her. She had, on three 
different occasions, foaled, but on each occasion 
the foal was dead, being cast from one to two months 
before the full time. 

The animal soon got down. I had her well raised 
in the front, and punctured the membranes with a 
trocar and canula through the os. Straining soon 
commenced, and with difficulty I took a strong, 
healthy foal away alive. I gave the mare a heart stim- 
ulant, hypodermically, removed the afterbirth, made 
her comfortable, left three doses of stimulant to be 
given by the mouth, and ordered her to be let lie 
as long as she seemed inclined. I then started for 
home, expecting to hear nothing more of mare or foal. 
Two weeks afterwards, to my surprise, the owner came 
and asked me to go and see her again, saying she got 
up in four or five hours after I left, gave her foal a 
suck, and was going on well since, but that she was 
all out of shape, and he was afraid she would break 
intwo. The accompanying photograph, taken three 
weeks after foaling, will give a good idea of what I 
found on my second visit. She was feeding all right 
on the grass, and suckling her foal well, but had 
developed a very severe cough. I tnformed the 
owner that nothing could be done to improve her 
shape, and recommended him to let her suckle her 
foal as long as possible, and then have her destroyed. 
She suckled her foal to the following December or 
January, and was then destroyed, but, unfortunately, 
I did not get an opportunity of making a post-mortem. 
The foal turned out well. 

The mare was seven years old, practically a puree 
bred Clydesdale, and perfectly shaped. Her value 
at the time was about £80. I omitted to say that 
the swelling had all disappeared when I saw the 
mare the second time, and that the owner informed 
me that it had all gone in a week after foaling. 
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Rupture of the Diaphragm in a Dog. 
By J. L. Perry, M.R.C.V.S., Cardiff. 


The clinical report by Mr. Chambers in the Record 
of January 26th last reminds me of a somewhat 
similar case which came under my notice last spring. 

A four-year-old fox terrier was out with its owner 
one Sunday morning, and got knocked over by a 
motor car. It was brought to me within half an 
hour of the time of accident. I could find no definite 
injury, but the dog seemed sore and bruised generally, 
and with appropriate treatment seemed well enough 
in three days’ time to leave hospital. During that 
period he had been given aperient medicine, and had 
been fed in small quantities. On the fourth day he 
seemed so well that for his evening meal he had a 
fair-sized bowl of biscuits, meat and broth, and was 
left quite lively. The following morning, however, 
he was found dead. 

Post-mortem examination revealed a rupture of 
the diaphragm 1} to 2 inches long, and a portion of 
the stomach (now distended with gas) had herniated 
itself through the aperture and into the chest cavity. 
The cause of death was undoubtedly suffocation--due 
to constricted lung space. The edges of the rupture 
were consistent in appearance with it having occurred 
at the time of the accident. 


Choking Cases. 
By J. Cameron, M.R.C.V.S., Berwick-on-T weed, 


In many parts of England, the quantity of turnips 
for cattle feed is very limited and therefore the number 
of choking cases will be few. In Scotland, the num- 
ber may be less than in former years, owing to the 
greater number of turnip-cutting machines, which 
slice the turnip very small in use. I suppose [ have 
had an average experience in such cases, but I am not 
satisfied that I had all the success that is desirable in 
them. Inendeavouring to push down the obstruction 
with an ordinary probang, I have, on various occasions, 
failed to accomplish that object. Perhaps I may 
not at times have applied the required amount of 
pressure. We should always be cautious. I cannot 
recall any case where | applied too much pressure and 
harmful results followed; I remember a case where 
the obstruction had existed over twenty-four hours 
and the csaphagus was so much swelled that you 
could not get in contact with the obstruction. An- 
other twenty-four hours made no observable difference, 
and being nearly prime fat the animal was slaughtered. 
Had such a case been a lean animal, should an external 
operation have been performed and the obstruction 
removed in that way ? 

These are negative results. We want quick, 
successful issues. Many years ago, a call came to a 
choking case in an eighteen month old stirk—a potato 
case. I then had a long, first-class probang for 
horses, with a cork screw on the end of the cane 
stilette. I had never used it on a beast, and thought 
it useless to attempt its use on such a small animal. 


However I took it with me. I began with the 
ordinary cattle probang, but made no progress. It 
seemed out of place to try the big probang, with its 
long stiff neck, on a stirk. A mental whisper said— 
make a gentle try, it will do no harm. I yielded 
and operated with more speed than I expected. I 
had to get assistance to hold level, the very long 
probang, while I was operating the screw. The 
obstruction being a potato, it was very suitable for 
the cork screw to get a good and easy hold ; so we very 
soon had it up and out on the end of the screw. I 
had no difficulty now in deciding to have a new 
probang made, to my own dimensions, the length 
being little more than half that of an ordinary pro- 
bang with a good cane stilette and cork screw on the 
end. In going to such cases it is always wise to have 
a full supply of instruments with you—a balling 
iron or gag, because you may sometimes reach the 
obstruction with your fingers. A wood gag and a full 
length piece of good hose pipe are easy and useful to 
explore with, and quick to allow escape of gas from the 
rumen. A long slender trocar and canula are to be 
commended, as sometimes the first thing to do, is to 
quickly puncture the rumen. I generally take an 
ordinary probang and then always my short probang 
with cork screw, which has been very successful in 
bringing up both turnips and potatoes. Sometimes, 
after an apimal is choked, it will still feel hungry and 
chew and swallow hay, which remains on the top of the 
obstruction. When you put down and use the cork 
screw you bring up the hay on the end of the latter 
like a bottle brush. Irememter in a case of a cow, we 
had her in the stack yard, alongside the main road and 
the doctor came driving past and stopped to see the 
performance. 1] put the screw fairly well in and up it 
came all right. Including the doctor, we were all 
quite pleased. 

About five or six years ago I had to visit a choked 
cow at Holy Island. The owner had been from home 
all the previous day and a superior cow became 
choked. A young man, still in his teens, had taken an 
arm-long supple stick and'pushed it down. Next day, 
when I saw her, you could feel nothing, because the 
head, throat and neck were swelled like those of some 
monster, breathing with difficulty. To do anything 
to her now was sure to be called cruelty. But I was 
a little curious and I asked a policeman who was 
standing by to hold her head a minute or two. 1 popped 
the short probang into her mouth--I had no idea how 
far or in what direction it would go; it went about 
3 inches down and stopped. She stood steady, I 
gave the screw a turn; she still stood steady and, as 
I could not do any practical harm. I turned the screw 
a few times (not knowing into what I had screwed it) 
and then pulled it out. The obstructing turnip was 
all but complete, rather soft. Of course she could not 
live, only walk to the burial place. In recent years I 
had two cases which did not end well and from them 
some lessons might Le learned. But J defer them 
meantime. There is a special instrument for choking 
cases, which I tried to get some years ago, but was told 
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Divisional Reports. 


South Eastern Division. 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND DINNER. 


A capital combination of the scientific and the 
social aspects of veterinary interests was achieved at 
the Annual General Meeting and Dinner of the South 
Eastern Division, which took place at the Royal 
Mount Ephraim Hotel, Tunbridge Wells, on Wed- 
nesday, January 16th, 1924. 

Mr. G. W. Dunkin presided in the afternoon, over 
a good attendance, those also present being : Members : 
Professor J. B. Buxton, Messrs. A. F. Crowhurst, 
J. B. Dier, E. Ebbetts, F. G. Gillard, P. Gregory, 
W. Gulleford, O. V. Gunning, Major F. T. G. Hobday, 
Messrs. T. F. Hogben, F. Marks, L. P. Pugh, C. Roberts, 
A. Whicher, and H. P. Hogben (Hon. Secretary) ; 
Visitors : Messrs. W. Andrew, T. J. Bosworth, J. G. 
Cattell, G. H. Livesey (Hon. Secretary of the 
N.V.M.A.), and Mr. J. G. Wright. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
published in the Record, were taken as read and 
confirmed. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 


The visitors having been accorded a hearty welcome 
by the President, the Hon. Secretary read letters 
regretting their inability to attend from Messrs. 
J. Bell (Catford) and E. Lyne Dixson (Margate), Major 
L. Lyne Dixson (Margate), Messrs. E. Morgan (Faver- 
sham). C. W. Perrin (Folkestone) and C. Rose (Dover). 

A letter was read from the Distemper Fund Com- 
mittee, thanking the division for its cheque for 


(Continued from previous page.) 

I would have to try Germany for it. It has the length 
of an ordinary probang with a cane which opens 
and shuts; two long, spoon-like blades which are 
intended to be pushed down on either side of the 
obstruction and then, by pulling the stilette tight in 
the probang, the blades keep their hold on the obstruc- 
tion while you pull it up and out. If any member 
has this instrument and has used it, I hope he will give 
us his experience of its usefulnéss. I think there are 
cases where that instrument would be valuable. It 
is surely our duty to explore and develop every kind 
of instrument which might help us in such cases. 
I am quite aware that the corkscrew sometimes fails 
to function, but I have hope that I may yet be able 
to overcome the cause and extend its usefulness. 

Oft times it requires experience to teach us wisdom. 
After using my short probang and screw for a few 
years, I took it to a veterinary meeting, so that 
others might see, know, and get the same benefits as 
I was enjoying. A prominent member thought it 
would be consigned to oblivion ; that opinion did not 
disturb me. Since that time it has done much useful 
work and been highly approved by all who have 
seen it used. 


£7 7s., and especially for the expectation expressed 
that the sum would be subscribed for three years. 

Professor R. G. Linton (Hon. Secretary of the 
“ Dick” College Centenary Fund) had also written 
thanking the division for its donation of, £5 5s. 

Arising out of a letter inviting the Division to 
appoint a representative to attend the Royal Sanitary 
Institute Congress at Liverpool in July, Professor 
J. B. Buxton offered to attend, and was duly 
appointed. 

The following letter from Professor Buxton, thanking 
the division for its congratulatory communication 
on his appointment to the Chair of Animal Pathology 
at Cambridge University, was then read : 


Dear Mr. Hogben, 

Will you please convey to the members of the South 
Eastern Division my very sincere appreciation of their 
congratulations upon my recent appointment to the 
Chair of Animal Pathology at Cambridge ? 

May I take this opportunity of reminding your members 
that this Institute was founded with the object of its 
being of benefit to the stockowner, and, therefore, of 
economic value to the State. That it certainly will be, 
provided that it receives the whole-hearted co-operation 
and support of the Veterinary Profession. 

We are now preparing to undertake routine laboratory 
diagnosis for members of the profession, and to investigate 
and, when possible, to provide or suggest means of preven- 
tion and treatment in outbreaks of disease among animals. 

I do hope that veterinary surgeons will not fail to make 
the fullest possible use of this Institute, and so enable it 
to fulfil its proper function. 

With all good wishes for a prosperous year for your 
Society, 

Believe me, 
Yours sincerely, 
J. B. Buxton. 


Professor Buxton briefly amplified his letter, saying 
that he wished to make it perfectly clear that the suc- 
cessful working of those Institutes was entirely depend- 
ent upon the co-operation of the Veterinary Profession. 
The Institute at Cambridge was not founded for any 
particular part of the countty, but its interests covered 
the whole of the British Isles. He did hope that 
veterinary surgeons would not stultify their work b 
refraining from sending them the necessary material. 
They were not at all isolated—there was, in addition 
to an excellent train service, a fully-equipped mobile 
section, prepared to go to any part of the British Isles. 
He trusted that the members of that division would 
give them an opportunity of doing some work for 
them in the near future. 

The PRESIDENT, on behalf of the Division, thanked 
Professor Buxton for his letter and remarks, and for 
the work which he was carrying out at Cambridge. 
He hoped that they would all do their best to 
support him. 

The President, continuing, said he had been 
approached by Mr. Whicher, who had brought up the 
question of the position of newly-elected members, 
and who had suggested the formation of a Reception 
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Committee, because he felt that there was a real 
need that such members should be socially welcomed , 
and introduced. 

Mr.Wuicurr spoke on the subject, and emphasised | 
his belief that such a step would add to the success | 
of their meetings and to the good-fellowship of their 
Society. 

Professor Buxton thought it was a very excellent | 
suggestion. That Society was noted for its progressive 
ideas, and that was a new departure which he felt 
sure would be a capital one to make. 

Mr. Wuicner accordingly moved: “That a 
Reception Committee be formed to deal with the 
question of the reception of newly-elected members, 
or visitors, to meetings of this division.” 

Professor Buxton seconded the proposition, which 
was carried unanimously. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS, 

The Presipent: I have much pleasure in moving 
from the chair that you elect Mr. F. C. Gillard, of 
Folkestone, to the Presidential Chair of the division 
for the ensuing year. Mr. Gillard is well known to 
every one in this room, and, of course, to many more 


outside. I am sure you will agree with me that he 
will make an admirable President, and that, therefore, 
no other nomination is necessary. Mr. Gillard has 
expressed his willingness to accept the post. (Hear, 
hear.) 

The nomination was seconded by Mr. F. Crownurst. 
and Mr. Gillard was elected with acclamation. 

Mr. GILLarp acknowledged the honour in suitable 
terms. 

As Vice- Presidents, Messrs. E. Lyne Dixson, 
KE. Ebbetts and H. P. Hogben were re-appointed, 
and Mr. F, Crowhurst was elected to fill the vacancy 
caused by the resignation of Mr. P. Gregory. 

The Council was re-elected en bloc with the addition 
of the President. 

Secretary and Treasurer. Mr. H. P. Hogben was 
re-elected in the dual capacity, the PReEsipEnt 
asserting that there was no other man in the division 
as capable of carrying out the duties involved. 

Hon. Auditors.-Messrs. C. W. Perry and A. 
Whicher were re-elected. 


SECRETARY'S 


The year has been distinguished by practical surgical 
demonstrations and the presentation by a paper to the 
Society of the results of original research. 

At the Annual Meeting held at the Royal Mount Ephraim 
Hotel on January llth, Mr. J. B. Buxton read an exhaus- 
tive paper on “Grass Disease,”’ giving the typical symptoms 
of the disease, together with the latest investigations 
and best methods of treatment of a very fatal disease. 

The next meeting, held at the Bull Hotel, Maidstone, 
on May 17th, was the venue of a “ Surgical Demonstration” 
by Professor Hobday of a very instructive nature, accom- 
panied by a dissertation on the methods of application 
of chloroform for anwsthesia, and of antiseptics to 


abdominal surgery. 


The Association is very much indebted to the members 
for providing the subjects, and especially to VProfessor 
Hobday for his lucid demonstration. 

The final meeting of the year took place at the Saracen’s 
Head Hotel, Ashford, on September 28th, at which surgical 
demonstrations were given by Mr. F. C. Gillard on several 
subjects, one of which was of unusual local interest. 

A donation of £7 7s. has been contributed to the Field 
Distemper Fund, and of £5 5s. to the Royal (Dick) Veter- 
inary College Centenary Fund. 

Another interesting feature of the year has been the 
promotions of Mr. J. B. Buxton to the professorial chair, 
and of Major Dunkin to the Superintendency of the 
Medical Research Councils Field Laboratories. It is 
interesting also to know that both these gentlemen will 
continue in association with us. 

Hucu P. Hoesen, 
Hon. Secretary. 


The report was received and adopted. 

Elections and Nominations.—Messrs. L. P. Pugh 
(Sevenoaks) and J. W. N. Hinton (St. Leonards-on- 
Sea) were elected as members of the division, and the 
following nominations were approved: Captain W. 
Andrew (Hurst Green), J. G. Cattell (Canterbury), 
and J. G. Wright (Tunbridge Wells). 


VoTeE OF CONFIDENCE IN THE MINISTRY. 


Mr. Roserts: Although the matter is not on the 
agenda, I should like to be allowed, in consideration 
of the urgency of the question, to bring before you 
the passing of a vote of confidence in the veterinary 
officers of the Ministry of Agriculture. That has been 
done, I believe, by the ‘‘ National,” and by the Central 
and the Mid-West and 8. Wales Divisions, and | think 
we should do it here. 

A great deal of adverse criticism has appeared in 
the papers and elsewhere from a number of people 
who obviously have a very small understanding of the 
problem, and I think it would be a very great help 
if, from this Society, it goes out that we have passed 
a vote of confidence in Sir Stewart Stockman and the 
other veterinary officers of the Ministry. I beg, 
therefore, to move the following resolution :— 

“ That this meeting of the South Eastern Division 
of the National Veterinary Medical Association of 
Great Britain and Ireland, Limited, expresses its 
utmost confidence in the judgment of the Veterinary 
Officers of the Ministry of Agriculture in dealing 
effectively with the difficult problem with which they 
are confronted in the present outbreak of foot-and- 
mouth disease.” 

Mr. F. C. GILLaRD, in seconding, said that he thought 
that, as they had had an outbreak in Kent, they 
should take a special interest in that important 
motion. He hoped, moreover, that it would be 
carried unanimously. The opposition to the present 
procedure was, he thought, dying out by degrees. 

Mr. PuGH spoke in support, and begged leave to 
correct an opposite construction which had been 
placed upon a statement made by him. 
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The resolution, which was further supported in 
brief terms by Major Hobday, was carried nem. con., 
and upon the suggestion of the latter, the Secretary 
was directed to forward a copy to the following : 
The Minister of Agriculture, his Chief Adviser (Sir 
Stewart Stockman), the N.V.M.A., the Kent County 
Council, the Press Association, and such other public 
bodies and organs of public opinion as he might 
deem advisable. 

Upon the suggestion of Mr. G. H. Livesey, the 
question of appointing representatives to the Council 
of the ‘* National” was deferred to the next meeting. 
They would not, he explained, if appointed at that 
time, come into office until after the September 
General Meeting of the Association. With regard to 
the affiliation fee the idea was to abolish that alto- 
gether ; they would, therefore, hear nothing about it 
if they omitted to send it. The affiliation fee was 
started with the intention of collecting a certain fund 
to pay the expenses of the branch meetings, but the 
National was now in a position to pay those expenses 
without calling upon the secretaries of divisions 
to go through the very irritating task of paying a 
shilling per head per member. 

Mr. L. P. Puen then presented his paper on 
“ Trregular Oestrum in the Cow,” and Professor J. B. 
Buxton opened an interesting discussion on the paper. 

[Both paper and discussion appear elsewhere in 
this issue.—Ed.] 

A hearty vote of thanks to the essayist was accorded, 
on the proposition of Mr. Roprrts, seconded by Mr. 
GREGORY. 

It was decided to hold the next meeting. at which 
Mr. KE. B. Reynolds, of Newmarket, had promised 
to give a demonstration at Maidstone in May. 

The Preswwent invited Mr. G. H. Livesey to take 
the opportunity of saying a few words to them about 
the work of the ‘ National.” 

Mr. G. H. Livesey: I must thank you for giving 
me the opportunity of being here as your guest. 
It is a pleasure to come down to this district, with 
which I have so many associations, to see you again, 
and I should like to take the opportunity of telling 
you how matters are going at headquarters. 

I am sure you will all be pleased to hear that the 
last year was a very successful one; indeed, from a 
financial point of view, it has been, | might almost 
say, a brilliant success. (Applause.) We had a 
book asset of £500 for goodwill in connection with the 
Record, which made us look more prosperous than we 
really were. We have been able to write that off. 
In addition, we have collected sufficient money to 
make a sound investment of £500. 

Furthermore, every bill is paid, and we are carrying 
a balance of approximately £1,000. I think you will 
agree that that is really rather remarkable. (Hear, 
hear.) That came about, I think, as a result of an 
appeal that I sent out to every member of the 
Association, and I should like to take this opportunity 
of thanking the members of the profession for their 
very generous response to that circular. I had about 
200 banker's orders come in, and subscriptions 


flowed in almost faster than we could cope with them. 
I have very great pleasure also in being able to say 
that members willingly put their names down as 
members of the Association I think, about 1,400 
of them. Moreover, 130 members paid their subserip- 
tions for this year in advance. I think that will show 
you what the profession feels towards the “ National ”’ 
at the present moment. It shows that there is 
enthusiasm throughout the profession, that they 
are hoping for better times, and that they are helping 
to support our policy. 

We have left our temporary offices in Buckingham 
Palace Road, and have moved to Gray’s Inn Square, 
where we have very nice accommodation in a building 
about 350 years old. The offices are eminently 
suitable, and we have a Board Room which, thanks 
to the generosity of several members of the Association. 
is now very nicely furnished. Your President gave 
us a most handsome mahogany table. We have, 
therefore, a place where one is not ashamed to entertain 
members of the profession from overseas—and 
astonishingly often these come in to get news of the 
profession—and also members of public. officials of 
other associations, and public officials. I can always 
assure any of you gentlemen a_ hearty welcome if 
you can come along to 10 Gray’s Inn Square. Our 
correspondence runs to from thirty to fifty letters 
every morning, and it is for the information of the 
profession. The more you can make the headquarters 
of the Association a common meeting ground and a 
centre for the profession, the better it will be for 
yourselves and for the Association, and I hope it will 
be made such. (Applause.) 

The proceedings closed with a vote of thanks to the 
President for his conduct of the meeting. 

H. P. Hoesen, 
Hon. Secretary. 


The Dinner. 


The number of ladies who graced the function 
with their presence was a pleasing feature of the 
annual dinner, which followed the meeting, and 
which was présided over by Captain F. C. Gillard, 
M.C., newly-elected Presidént of the division. 

The loyal toasts having been enthusiastically 
honoured, 

The PrestpeENT submitted “ The Past President.’ 
Major Dunkin was so universally popular that the 
toast called for few words from him, but he must 
emphasise the fact that their retiring President 
had been responsible for bringing another year of 
the Society’s life to a successful termination. The 
meetings held while Major Dunkin had occupied the 
presidential chair had been very well attended, and the 
Society had been very fortunate in securing the 
assistance, in the capacity of expert demonstrators 
or essayists, of gentlemen outside their own division, 


' and they had contributed a very great deal to the 


interest and enjoyment of their programme of meetings. 
The indefatigable labours of Major Dunkin were 
largely responsible for this help, and he was sure the 
Society was very deeply indebted to him indeed 
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for what he had done during his year of office. 
(Applause.) He (Mr. Gillard) felt personally that it 
was a great pity that Major Dunkin was not now 
occupying the chair, for he was a difficult man for 
him to follow in that capacity. 

As they all knew, Major Dunkin had been called 
upon to occupy an important post, and had given 
up his private practice to fulfil the duties connected 
with his appointment as Veterinary Superintendent 
of the Medical Research Council’s laboratories at 
Hampstead. 

They, in that Society, took to themselves a certain 
amount of reflected glory from their past President's 
occupancy of that important post. (Applause.) 
They wished him every success in his new sphere of 
activity ; they were quite sure that he would do 
excellent work, and that the whole profession would 
be the better off for his having been appointed there. 
(Cheers.) 

The toast was accorded with musical honours. 

Major G. W. Dunkwy, in reply, called attention 
to the fact that Captain Gillard had referred to the 
work done by the Society during the past year, and 
the assistance which had been secured from outside 
sources. He would, he knew, pardon him, if he 
refused to take that responsibility. The responsi- 
bility rested entirely upon the shoulders of his friend 
Mr. Hogben ; it was, for example, entirely due to his 
efforts that they had had Mr. Pugh as their essayist 
that day. He thought Mr. Hogben deserved their 
greatest thanks, and he hoped that, even if he ever 
had nothing more to do with that Society (which, 
he hoped, would never happen) they would never 
cease in their endeavours to retain Mr. Hogben’s 
services in his present capacity as Secretary and 
Treasurer. 

He must make reference to the excellent support 
he had obtained from the members of that Society 
during his period of office. It was impossible, in 
that division, to arrange their meetings, without some 
of their members having a tremendous distance to go, 
and he could not thank those members sufficiently 
for their loyalty, for it was not so long since he was 
in general practice himself. There were, however, 
a good many members of the division who still failed 
to attend. They always had some excuse, but he 
thought it was just as important to attend the meetings 
of that division as it was to attend to most of matters 
which constituted the excuses made. He was very 
grateful to them for the kindly reception which they 
had given to that toast. (Cheers.) 


A Dip into Divisionat History. 


The toast of “The South Eastern Veterinary 
Association ” was submitted by Mr. G. H. Livesey, 
Hon. General Secretary of the N.V.M.A. 

Mr. Livesey asked the company to receive that 
toast with very great enthusiasm, and, as the South 
Eastern Division consisted of themselves, and they 
could not all repond, he would couple with the toast 
the name of Mr. Gillard. 

He remembered very well when the South Eastern 
Society was first started. He could remember Mr. 


Toope coming round to see him and trying to enlist 
his sympathy and the interests of other veterinary 
surgeons in Kast Sussex, and he thought he was very 
successful. Mr. Toope was, he believed, practically 
instrumental in forming that division, about eleven 
years ago. They had then as President a man whom 
they all respected in the very highest degree, the late 
Mr. J. Crowhurst, Mr. Crowhurst, said the speaker, 
had a very successful year of office, and, if I remember 
rightly, the efforts of the Society were first directed 
towards the improvement in the fees payable to 
veterinary inspectors. That was a great hobby of 
Mr. Toope’s and till the end of his life it was one of 
the aims and objects which he consistently kept 
before the Society. I am, I believe, right in saying 
that during the whole of your existence that has been 
one of the points which you have kept to the fore- 
front, and which has added interest to your meetings. 
I know how sincere Mr. Hogben has always been in 
his efforts whenever the question of the fees and pay 
of veterinary inspectors has been raised, (Hear, hear.) 

Following Mr. Crowhurst, Mr. Lyne Dixson was your 
President, and it was under his occupancy of the 
Chair that I paid the division my first visit. Looking 
back upon that day and comparing it with this, I 
can see a very great difference in the Society. In the 
first place, the meetings were rather quiet—there was 
not such a very great deal of cordiality. 

After Mr. Lyne Dixson you had Mr, T. F. Hogben, 
and an excellent President he made. (Hear, hear.) 
I think he occupied the chair for three years, and 
it is an unusual thing. and an unusual testimony 
to his merit and popularity, for any man to hold the 
chair for more than one year in these societies. 

He was followed, as you know, by Major Dunkin, 
I do not think that in those days Major Dunkin 
was very appreciative of society meetings. How- 
ever, he has changed his mind, and now he is one 
of the most enthusiastic supporters we have. (Cheers.) 
He has taken such interest in the “‘ National ” that he 
has given us much valuable service, for, at the sacrifice 
of a considerable amount of time, Major Dunkin 
comes up to the office in London every week and 
wades through a lot of material for the Record. 
I am very glad he is coming to London; but when 
he was appointed to his post on the Medical Research 
Council, my first thought was one of regret, though | 
was delighted to think that he had obtained a position 
of merit and importance in the profession. 

My first thought was that general practice, and in 
particular country practice- which, after all, is the 
backbone of our profession—had lost one of its most 
brilliant members. Though he will, doubtless, adorn 
the position that he holds, yet, I repeat, I think that 
country practice is suffering a very distinct loss. 
(Hear, hear.) 

He had been followed by Mr. Gillard, and he also 
at one time was not an enthusiast about societies. 
In him, too, they had now a very keen supporter. 
They welcomed him in the councils of the ‘* National,”’ 
and he was quite sure, if he would continue as he had 
begun, he would be an extremely valuable member 
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as representing the views of the profession in the 
district from which he came. The National A: socia- 
tion was simply the banding together of the local 
societies. They were part of the National, and if 
the National was to be a success, that success would 
depend upon the energy and enthusiasm that was 
thrown into the work of the divisions. 

Therefore, it was to the advantage of the N: tional 
(and when he said National, he thought he could say 
of the whole profession) that that division ; hould 
flourish. The best way to ensure that was by venti- 
lating at their meetings all matters of loca! and 
professional interest. If they had anything of general 
professional interest to discuss, let them forward it 
to the headquarters in London, and it would be 
circulated. 

As an example, there was at the present tirie the 
subject of tuberculosis. That was probabl the 
greatest problem with which they would ever have 
to be confronted, and the subject would have to be 
tackled in a more vigorous manner than it hac been 
in the past. They had had the Milk and Dairivs Act 
and orders under it, and they knew that that wo k was 
practically nullified because tuberculin was not 
under control, and was subject to no standardisation 
in its manufacture. Next year the Tuberculosis 
Order of 1914 would be re-introduced. Whet'ier or 
no that order was to be effective depended to a certain 
extent upon the Veterinary Profession and the o pinion 
of agriculture. It was no use waiting until nexi year. 
That division could do a vast amount of geod in 
educating agricultural opinion in regard to the 
necessity of getting the Tuberculosis Order into force. 
Mr. Livesey concluded by congratulating the Society 
upon its prosperity. 

The toast having been drunk with great enthusiasm, 

Mr. GILLARD, in response, thanked Mr. Live: ey for 
the encouraging things he had said about ther, and 
the company for the kindly way in which they had 
received the toast. 

That Society had been a successful one in th» past 
and he had heard it said that it could be said «f that 
Society, as it was said of the city of Mancliester, 
that what they thought to-day the rest of England 
would think to-morrow. (Laughter.) Major Dunkin 
had endeavoured to make a disclaimer of respon: ibility 
for the conduct (and success) of the meetings, but 
even Mr. Hogben, with all his hard worl: and 
interest, would, he was sure, at least not wish to take 
the credit for the conduct in the chair of Major D inkin. 
He would repeat that they owed that gentle nan a 
very great debt of gratitude for his labours during 
his term of office. (Cheers.) With regard to their 
Secretary, every President had paid tribute to his 
splendid work; but for Mr. Hogben, he really did not 
think he would have accepted the position which the 
Society had so very kindly asked him to unde: take. 

Mr. Livesey had mentioned something in regard 
to Major Dunkin and himself not having been «lways 
enthusiastic in regard to those societies. He tlought 
it was probably necessary to explain a little. They 
were, he believed, both of them, rightly or wiongly, 


opposed to certain amalgamations, because they 


wanted to preserve their individuality. He did not 
think that the preservation of that individuality 
would in any way interfere with their harmonious 
relationship with either the Central or the National. 

He wished, in conclusion, to appeal to every prac- 
titioner who lived within their area to join the Society 
and attend its meetings. 

Professor F. T. G. Hospay gave The Ladies 
in a breezy speech, in which he made reference to 
the successful incursion of the fair sex upon ground 
previously regarded as the exclusive preserve of the 
men. He had the privilege of coupling with the toast 
the name of Mrs. Bailey. 

Mrs. Baitey made a brief but delightfully-phrased 
speech in response to the toast, which was accorded 
with musical honours, the ladies present returning 
the compliment in like manner. 

Professor J. B. Buxron, in a happy blend of the 
appreciative and the informative, submitted “ The 
Guests,” on whose behalf Mr. T. J. Boswortu replied. 

The concluding toast, that of the Hon, Secretary 
and Treasurer, was submitted by Mr. C. RosBerts, 
who referred in highly-appreciative terms to Mr. 
Hogben’s work on behalf of the Society. He regretted 
that Mr. Hogben had had to leave before they had 
done him the well-deserved honour of drinking his 
health. 

The enjoyment of the evening was enhanced by 
a musical programme. 


The Yorkshire Division N.V.M.A.* 


Tue Work oF THE CAMBRIDGE INSTITUTE. 


The Autumn Meeting of the Yorkshire Division 
of the N.V.M.A. was held at the Hotel Metropole, 
Leeds, on Friday afternoon, November 9th. The 
President, Lieut.-Colonel H. C. Bowes, F.R.C.V.S., 
of Leeds, occupied the chair, and there were also 
present Messrs. A. McCormick, Hon. Treasurer, 
G. E. Bowman, W. Crawford, G. C. Barber and 8. 
Wharam, Leeds ; J. MeKinna, Huddersfield ; 
M. Robinson, Barnsley; ,A. Ellison, Harrogate ; 
G. Whitehead, Batley; J. 8. 8. Woodrow, Goole ; 
S. E. Sampson, Sheffield ; W. A. Campbell, Borough- 
bridge; T. E. Hall, Knaresborough; F. KE. Scott, 
Pontefract ; H. M. Holland, Keighley ; H. Pollard, 
Wakefield; A. H. Gentle, Otley; and J. Clarkson, 
Hon, Secretary. 

The visitors included Professor J. B. Buxton, 
Cambridge; Messrs. G. H. Livesey, Secretary 
N.V.M.A. ; Mr. D. O. Powley, Ministry of Agriculture ; 
and Mr. W. Weir. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been 
taken as read, and adopted, and apologies for non- 
attendance from D. O. E. Bradley, Edinburgh ; 
Messrs. A. W. N. Pillers, Liverpool; G. W. Davidson, 
Wetherby ; W. R. MecKinna, Huddersfield; and 
T. KE. Fletcher, Sheffield, having been announced, 

The Presipenr welcomed the presence at the 
meeting that afternoon of Professor J. B. Buxton 
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(Cambridge) and Mr. G. H. Livesey (Editor of the 
Veterinary Record), and called upon the Professor to 
address the gathering. 

Professor Buxron, referring to his recent appoint- 
ment at Cambridge University, said : 

Mr. President and Gentlemen: May I, in the first 
place, thank you for the privilege of giving you this 
short address, and at the same time express my very 
deep regret that I was unable to be present on the 
proper date. 

| propose, with your permission, to confine my 
remarks to the possibilities of the appointment at 
Cambridge, to which T have recently had the honour 
to be elected, and to a general discussion of the 
importance to us, asza profession, of this and similar 
Institutes. 

About a year ago the sum of £100,000, derived from 
the special fund created by the Corn Production Acts 
(Repeal) Act, was given by the Government to the 
University of Cambridge for the founding and tem- 


porary maintenance of an institute of Animal 
Pathology. Of this sum some £30,000 was funded 


by the University to provide in perpetuity the. salary 
of the Director. 

The University decided that the Director should 
have the status of Professor. 

Of the balance a portion is to be spent upon accom- 
modation at the University, and the erection of 
buildings at the experimental farm and the remainder 
will be devoted to maintenance until March 31st, 1927, 
when the special fund will be exhausted, 

There is no limit to the scope of the work which is 
to be undertaken by the new Institute, other than that 
necessitated by economy. The nature of the investi- 
gations must be left to the staff, as must also their ' 
extent, which will depend principally upon their 
economic or scientific importance. 

One should not underestimate the nature of this 
new Institute. It is an entirely new departure of 
the first importance. If proper facilities are provided 
for its adequate development and future maintenance 
it must be of inestimable economic value to the state 
and to the stock-owning public and of a peculiar 
importance to the Veterinary Profession. How often 
has it been stated that we have not progressed at as 
great a pace as we should have done ? How often has 
the reproach been hurled at us that we have failed 
to elucidate this or that disease, or even that we have 
failed to justify our position amongst the learned 
professions, and even more recently, that we are 
incompetent successfully to undertake — scientific 
investigations ? If all these things had been true, and 
they most emphatically are not, w shose would have been 
the fault? T submit that it would have rested not 
with us as individuals or collectively as a profession, 
but with those who have so effectively turned a deaf 
ear to our crying need for financial assistance, and 
others who have ignored our existence as research 
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workers, as a result either of ignorance or of fearful 
jealousy. Is such jealousy in any way justifiable ? 


The careful safeguarding of a peculiar professional 
proficiency is undoubtedly inherently just ; 


but the 
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parsimonious or equivocal appreciation of the endea- 
vours of an individual, or of a collection of individuals 
because they are of another profession, a man-made 
distinction, is a narrow minded and dishonourable 
procedure. In the past we may have suffered these 
things. It augurs well for the future that it is now 
exceptional to encounter such hostility. 

I should like it to be known how I came to be 
appointed director of this new Institute of Animal 
Pathology. As many of you are perhaps aware, 
it is only about a year ago that I was appointed to 
the scientific staff of the Medical Research Council. 
and still more recently that I became director of their 
field laboratories. In July last I was approached 
by several of the electors nominated by the Senate of 
Cambridge in connection with this appointment. 
and was asked if I would accept the post if elected. 
At no time did I contemplate making application for 
the appointment. Since at this time there was a 
possibility that a director might be chosen who was 
not a member of our profession I considered it my 
bounden duty to accept the offer, rather than it should 
pass into other hands. Whether I was right in this 
decision remains for the future to disclose. I make 
this statement because I wish it to be known that at 
no time did I make application for the appointment. 

And now as regards the facilities which are at 
present available and those of the future. It is too 
early, of course, for a complete scheme to be in opera- 
tion. The appointment is a new one, in strange 
surroundings, but owing to the generosity of the 
Professor of Pathology and the Field Laboratories 
Committee temporary accommodation has been found 
for the new department. The considered scheme 
for permanent developments has to be presented in 
the near future, meanwhile a provisional grant of 
about £5,000 for the first six months has been approved 
by the Treasury for the equipment of the temporary 
laboratories, payment of staff, and maintenance 
expenses. In addition a travelling motor laboratory 
is provided for. There are, under this provisional 
scheme, three appointments for qualified assistants. 
I have been fortunate in securing the services of 
Capt. T. J. Bosworth, B.Sc., D.V.8.M., as principal 
assistant. The other posts are not yet filled. 

Members of the profession who appreciate the 
significance of the establishment of a department 
for the study of Animal Pathology in one of our 
oldest universities, must realise that veterinary 
science is at last coming into its own. It will be a 
professional catastrophe of the first magnitude if this 
departure from the ‘hitherto recognised order of 
things does not fulfil what is rightly expected of it. 
The intention is that this institute shall be of benefit 
to the stockowner and therefore of economic import- 
ance to the state. This it can certainly be, provided 
that one small, but all important factor, is not 
lacking, namely, the whole-hearted co-operation and 
support of the veterinary profession. 

The institute is now prepared to undertake routine 


laboratory diagnosis for members of the profession, 
and to investigate and where possible to provide 


al 
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specific remedial measures in the case of outbreaks 
of disease among our animals. 

There is ample scope for future investigations. The 
value of such work to the stock-owning industry of 
the country, to the state, and to mankind is general, 
is at last becoming realised. Pathology, the science 
of diseases, is one science. Parasitology, Bacteriology, 
and Protozoology, great as they are in themselves, 
are all offshoots of that mother science. 

Animal pathology is not merely of value from a 
sentimental or economic point of view, or because it 
elucidates problems connected with diseases of the 
lower animals which are directly communicable to 
man, but in some cases it is only by the study of 
diseases peculiar to the lower animals that progress 
can be made in discovering what are at present 
unknown etiological factors concerned in similar 
morbid processes in man. It not infrequently 
happens that we are reproached for not having 
solved the problems presented by such diseases as 
foot-and-mouth, dog distemper, swine fever, and 
other serious economic disorders of the lower animals. 
But what about measles, scarlet fever, chicken pox, 
whooping cough, influenza, and many other human 
diseases ? May it not be that by the study somewhat 
similar diseases in the lower animals by those best 
qualified to recognise the significance of the patholo- 
gical syndrome in those animals, light will be shed upon 
these hitherto little understood and often directly, or 
indirectly, fatal diseases of man, and that the great 
science of pathology will definitely assert her right to 
be regarded as incapable of sub-division according to 
the fancy of man ? 

During recent years it has slowly but surely been 
realised that the veterinary surgeon who enjoys the 
freedom of general practice has not merely a senti- 
mental, if lucrative, duty to perform in the restoration 
to health of indisposed pets of a limited economic 
value to the individual stockowner, but that he has a 
general and far-reaching practical value to the public, 
not only in the maintenance of health of their vast 
flocks and herds, but in the safeguarding of their 
personal health. And so the scope of the veterinary 
surgeon has increased and is ever increasing. In 
this wide field of activity the practitioner must of 
necessity seek the peculiar assistance of the laboratory 
worker. In like manner the man who » his 
energies to the study of the morbid conditions of 
animals, in the laboratory, must have the active co- 
operation of the general practitioner. The medical 
pathologist has his hospitals with their physicians 
and surgeons. The veterinary pathologist must have 
access to the knowledge and assistance of the prac- 
titioner. The one cannot make real progress without 
the other. Future development in our profession 
depends, to a greater extent than is even now realised, 
upon the wnited effort of the representatives of the 
ever-increasing number of branches of veterinary 
science. In this way alone will it be possible to build 
up the necessary machinery for the work which has 
to be undertaken. The futility of veterinary research 

rformed in an atmosphere of isolation, or with a 
lack of knowledge of the many, often apparently 
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insignificant facts which are actually indispensable, 
is amply demonstrated by a perusal of the literature. 
Such puerile efforts are fore-doomed to failure. IT am 
particularly anxious that such disabilities should 
not be experienced by the staff of the new institute. 
It is my earnest hope that practitioners will freely 
seek our help in their efforts to unravel any obscure 
conditions. I can promise that that help will ever 
be forthcoming. Having obtained this institute it 
will indeed be a calamity if it is not maintained in a 
youthful, vigorous, and flourishing condition. The 
Veterinary Profession must ever serve as the link 
between such an institute and those who are to benefit 
financially and economically from it. IT do beg of 
practitioners that they will make all the use that they 
can of us; send us material for diagnosis; put us 
into touch with outbreaks of disease among their 
animals ; and in short co-operate with us in every 
possible way. By this means we can add another 
great pathological research institute to the three 
which are already in being and which are doing so 
much for veterinary science. (Applause.) 

The PrestpeNnt’ remarked that they had all listened 
with great interest to Professor Buxton’s address. 
They had had the genesis of the appointment at 
Cambridge put clearly before them, and he was sure 
they all congratulated both Cambridge on their 
selection and also their profession on having one of 
their members, Professor Buxton, selected to fill the 
post. They had every confidence that Professor 
Buxton would always uphold his end of the work, 
and that he would work in collaboration with the 
profession, which was the ideal way of carrying out 
scientific research. Their case was different from that 
of the Medical Profession, who, for their investigations 
had available large numbers of cases at the various 
hospitals. He heartily congratulated the Professor, 
and he thought they might especially congratulate 
themselves, on his appointment. 

Mr. McKinna, speaking in a similar vein, said the 
Veterinary Profession in the past seemed to have had 
its light hidden under a bushel, but he was very glad 
that in the genesis of this new venture they had been 
sought after and were represented by so able a gentle- 
man as Professor Buxton. They had all but one 
object in view, and that was the advancement of the 
profession to which they belonged. Their response 
to Professor Buxton, he was sure, would be such that 
that gentleman would have no cause to‘regret having 
accepted his important post. He believed that every 
part of Great Britain would respond and give him such 
material as would encourage him from day to day, 
and they would all be proud to be associated with him 
in his efforts to elucidate the many problems that still 
remained to be grappled with. 

Mr. Livesey observed that the profession had 
rightly showered congratulations on Professor Buxton, 
but in doing so they must not lose sight of one impor- 
tant fact. The Professor had undertaken a work 
which was no sinecure. It was the first appointment 
of its kind, and in accepting it the Professor had 
shouldered a great responsibility. He did not wish 
to be pessimistic, but, supposing the scheme were a 
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failure, Mr. Buxton would not be the only one to fall 
with it ; it would be a disaster for the whole profession. 
The profession for the next four years was on its trial. 
They had probably read in the newspapers of the 
alleged inability of the Veterinary Profession to carry 
out proper research work, It was now up to them to 
show that they could do the work, and do it well. 
They had staked their all on Mr. Buxton, and he had 
got to make good. It was a very difficult position 
for him, and the only way he could carry it through 
was with the whole-hearted support of his confreres 
in the profession throughout the whole country. 
Mr. Buxton wished to stimulate their interest in the 
appointment and in the work they were to carry on 
at the University, and urged them to supply him with 
clinical matter which could be the subject of investi- 
gation. It was for them all to support him, and to 
see that the thing was not a failure, but a great success, 
bringing credit, through Mr. Buxton, to the whole 
profession. 

Mr. SAMpPson, expressing the country practitioner's 
point of view, said he welcomed the fact that they 
would in the future be able to have the advantage of 
investigations by the department at Cambridge. 
Within the last year or two he had had outbreaks of 
disease in sheep which he had been unable to get 
investigated properly. The number of deaths of 
animals from unknown causes was legion, and they 
would be very glad of Professor Buxton’s help in 
arriving at better and more accurate knowledge of the 
different diseases. 

Mr. WuaArAM said that with the goodwill and 
assistance of the Veterinary Profession, coupled with 
the toleration of the agriculturalists, the new departure 
was bound to be a success. The finding of the cause 
and cure of different animal diseases was a matter of 
persistence, and if they could make the trial period a 
success and get the venture prolonged, he was perfectly 
certain the results would not only tend to uplift the 
Veterinary Profession, but they would be of the 
greatest benefit to the nation at large. 

Mr. Bowman, in wishing Professor Buxton much 
happiness and every succes in his new post, said he 
had no fear whatever that the movement would not 
be able to do that which it was hoped would be 
accomplished. 

Mr. CLARKSON reminded those present what a 
calamity it would have been had a gentleman of 
another profession, or even a pure scientist, been 
appointed to Professor's Buxton’s post. He was 
confident that the work was absolutely safe in the 
hands of Mr. Buxton, and the stockowner and the 
country generally would benefit. 

The PRESIDENT pointed out that, apart from the 
sending on to Cambridge of portions of animals for 
research work, a special feature of the department 
would be its facilities, with its motor laboratory, 
for visiting different parts of the country to make 
investigations at the seat of the outbreaks. 

Professor BuxToN, in a few remarks in reply to 
what had been said, emphasised the point that the 
Veterinary Profession must act asthe link between the 


department and the general public, who ought 
primavily to benefit by their endeavours. Regarding 
material for investigation, there would be times when 
it would be necessary to send portions for examination, 
but wherever there was an outbreak of disease it would 
be better to carry out their researches on the spot, 
with the help of their travelling laboratory. He 
appreciated the importance of sheep disease, and would 
be glai to know of any outbreaks occurring in the 
Yorks'tire Division. In concluding, he thanked 
those present for the kindly hearing they had given 
him t!:at afternoon, and hoped that they would be 
better acquainted in the future as the result of the 
work which was being undertaken by his department 
at Cambridge. 


On the proposition of the PrestpENt, seconded 
by Mr. McKrnna, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded 
Profes or Buxton for his address to and presence at 
the meeting that afternoon. 


Mr. LIVESEY next spoke of the work of the National. 
That being his first visit to the Yorkshire division 
he wanted, at the outset, to express his personal 
thank: to Colonel Bowes and the members who worked 
so hard to make their conference at York such a 
succes:. The Association had recorded its thanks at 
the arnual general meeting, but it was not for him 
there to say how much he personally was indebted to 
the Yorkshire Association for the success of the York 
meeting. He was trying to attend the various 
divisio as at their annual meetings so as not to interrupt 
their discourses on scientific subjects at other times. 
He wo ald like to make his visits annual events as far 
as he was able, so as to keep men in one division in touch 
with those of another. The National at the present 
time was going strong. Like all young associations 
it had to go through certain trials and tribulations, 
and Professor Buxton could relate as well as anyone 
what the trials and tribulations of their earlier years 
were. The good work of those earlier years, however, | 
had placed the National on a firm footing, and an 
astonishingly large amount of work was got through 
at the headquarters office. The National was now 
undou)tedly recognised as the mouthpiece of the 
Veterinary Profession in all matters which appertained 
to the profession apart from the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgons, which, of course, had mainly to 
deal wit examinations and with the conduct of 
members. They had correspondence from all parts 
of the world telling them of the doings of the profession. 
and they were kept well informed of what was going 
on. I‘ was very interesting work, and he enjoyed it 
very 1iuch indeed. He would like one thing—and 
he hoped that in a very short time they would get 
it—-nanely, the feeling throughout the country that 
the different divisions were really divisions of the 
National, and that the divisions should not look upon 
themsc!ves each as being a little group who met to 
discuss their own affairs. Rather should they feel 
that they were a branch of a large profession, the 
whole of which was working towards one end. They 
might hold opinions different from those of members 
of the professions in other parts of the country, but 
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they should be expressed in such a way that they could 
be brought before the general body of members. 
In that way the National could be the mouthpiece 
of the profession, and until the divisions really assumed 
that attitude he was afraid that the position of the 
General Secretary would be rather difficult. He 
hoped, therefore that in the near future the different 
divisions would become more and more closely linked. 

At the present time, a Committee was sitting to 
revise the Articles of Association, which were a little 
bit out of date. There was a proposal on foot to 
include in the National the various associations in 
India and in the Dominions. That meant that, 
instead of being limited to Great Britain and Ireland 
as at the present time, they would become an Imperial 
association, linking up the profession throughout the 
whole world. To do that, of course, they would have 
to alter the Articles of Association. 

Another question also was before them : that of one 
subscription covering the subscription to the local 
division and to the parent society. It was a difficult 
and thorny question, and no doubt there would be a 
great diversity of opinion on it. He believed it to be 
perfectly practicable, and if means were found of 
carrying it through it would relieve local secretaries and 
treasurers of an enormous amount of work. They 
must, of course, have the voice of all the divisions on 
the matter. He thought it would act as a link between 
the divisions. They would feel that they were paying 
not simply, for instance, to the Yorkshire Division, 
but to the National organisation, and getting their 
local benefits out of it. It might mean that it would 
be necessary to revise the rules of the divisions. 
The capitation fee, which had been a nuisance and a 
source of great trouble to local secretaries, might be 
abolished altogether. ‘They wanted to make the 
National a very live Association, of jreal use and 
interest to the profession. 

The PReEsIDENT, in thanking Mr. Livesey for his 
talk with them on the affairs of the Association, 
said he was quite sure general practitioners away 
from London had no conception of the amount of 
good work that was being done by the few who 
attended the committee meetings at headquarters. 

Proceeding with the formal business of the agenda, 
Mr. Sampson was elected the representative of the 
division at the Conference of Veterinary Officials 
on “ Tuberculous Cattle,” to be held in London on 
December 14th, in connection with the Royal Sanitary 
Institute. 

It was decided that the Council should have power to 
act with regard to subscriptions to the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College Centenary Fund. 

On the proposition of Mr. McKinna, seconded by the 
President, Mr. J. Clarkson was nominated as official 
candidate at the forthcoming election of Council 
of the R.C.V.S. 

The Treasurer, Mr. A. McCormick, presented the 
balance sheet for the year ending October last, and 
this showed a healthy financial position, the balance 
in the bank being over £55. The balance sheet was 
adopted on the proposition of the President, seconded 
by Mr. Sampson. 


The election of officers was the next business, and 
the President, Colonel Bowes, said he had very great 
pleasure in proposing as his successor their old friend 
Mr. Clarkson, who had been Secretary for the Division 
for the past twenty years. Mr. Clarkson had been 
anxious to retire from the Secretaryship for some 
years, but they had persuaded him to continue in 
office from time to time. This year, however, they 
would be able to obtain a successor as Secretary, 
and it was a great pleasure and privilege for him to 
propose that Mr. Clarkson be elected President. 


Mr. Pollard said he was delighted to second the 
proposal, and on the motion being put it was carried 
with applause. 


On taking his seat as President, Mr. Clarkson 
thanked those present for the honour they had done 
him. He said he hoped that as President he might 
be able to repair some of the damage he had done as 
Secretary. (Laughter and applause.) 


The followimg were elected Vice-Presidents for the 
ensuing year: Lieut.-Colonel Bowes (Leeds), Mr. 8. 
Chambers (Kirkheaton), Mr. W. Ackroyd (Halifax). 


Colonel Bowes, proposing the motion, said that of 
course he became Vice-President automatically, and 
he had great pleasure in submitting the names of the 
other two gentlemen. Mr. Bowman seconded. 


The Prestpent (Mr. Clarkson) proposed that Mr. 
McCarmick be re-elected Treasurer. This was seconded 
by Mr. Crawford, and carried unanimously. 

Mr. McCarmick thanked the meeting for the confi- 
dence placed in him, and said he would be glad to 
carry on and do his best for another year, but he 
thought it would have to be his last year in office. 

The election of a Secretary was the next business, 
and on the proposition of the PREsIDENT, seconded by 
Colonel Bowes, Mr. Alexander McCarmick, son of the 
Treasurer of the Division, was elected, Colonel Bowes 
saying that the combination was an ideal one. 

The members of the Council elected were: Mr. 
Holland (Keighley), Mr. Whitehead (Batley), Mr. J. 
McKinna (Huddersfield), Mr. G. E. Bowman (Leeds), 
Mr. F. C. Scott (Pontefract), Mr. H. Pollard (Wake- 
field), Mr. G. C. Barber (Leeds), and Mr. A. Ellison 
(Harrogate). 


Colonel Bowes next reported on his attendance as 
delegate to the Royal Sanitary Institute meeting at 
Hull. The meeting, he said, was a great success. 
and his only regret was that so few of the members of 
the Veterinary Profession were present. The papers 
were excellent, and they were well discussed, the 
importance of the subjects being recognised. He 
doubted whether they as a profession attended such 
Conferences to the extent that they should do. It 
was only by being represented at such gatherings 
and by taking part in the discussions that the work 
done by the Veterinary Profession could get proper 
recognition from outside bodies. He thought they 
ought to doa bit of American “ boosting.” to get out 
and amongst other people and let them know that 
the Veterinary Profession knew something of what 


they were talking about, and to do this he thought — 
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that they should pay rather more attention to atten- 
ding Congresses and taking part in the deliberations. 


Mr. Crawrorp moved a hearty vote of thanks to 
the retiring President (Colonel Bowes), and this was 
seconded by Mr. McCarmick, who said that their 
late President had always been a hard worker and it 
was a great pleasure to co-operate with him. Mr. 
Sampson, Mr. WuirenHkAp, and Mr. CLARKSON 
supported, and the motion was carried in a hearty 
manner. 


Mr. PoLLarp next proposed a vote of thanks to their 
late Secretary, Mr. Clarkson, for his long period of 
service. It was due to him, said Mr. Pollard, that the 
Society had attained the eminence that it had done. 
Mr. Bowman seconded. and those voicing their support 
and appreciation included Mr. WuirEHEAp, Mr. 
Sampson and Colonel Bowes. The resolution was 
carried unanimously and Mr. CLARKSON suitably 
responded: 


The meeting concluded with the citing by a number 
of members of unusual cases they had recently met with 
or had in hand at the present time. 


Mr. ELLIson mentioned a case of very sudden and 
very severe lameness of the fore leg of a horse; so 
severe, indeed, that the owner had thoughts of 
destroying the animal. Happily, in two days the 
animal was sound again. Mr. PoLLaRD suggested 
it was probably a case of radial paralysis. 


Mr. Scorr also related an interesting lame case, 


Mr. Sampson told of a milk cow with “ Foul in the 
foot.” The owner poulticed and in cutting the 
string fastening the poultice, accidentally cut the 
pastern. Profuse bleeding followed, which was 
successfully stopped, and the cow did well for several 
days, but later the hemorrhage recurred and despite 
all endeavours she died from this cause. 


Discussed by Messrs. Bowman, Bowes, WHITEHEAD 
and CLARKSON, Mr. WHITEHEAD described a case of 
deferred fracture of the humerus, displacement 
taking place eight days after the injury. Discussion 
followed and the Secretary quoted a case of displace- 
ment fifteen days after injury to radius. 


Mr. BowaN cited a case of injury to the extensor 
pedis tendon of a two-year old thorough-bred, 
the tendon being completely severed and when first 
seen was protruding several inches from the wound. 


Mr. Crawrorp related a case of injury to a horse's 
cheek, the swelling of which was rapidly extending 
to the lips, nostrils, face and throat. 


Mr. SAMPSON suggested the Council should consider 
the desirability or otherwise of the local society and 
the National having a combined subscription as 
mentioned earlier in the day by Mr. Livesey. 


J. CLARKSON, 


(Retiring): Hon. Secretary. | 
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Derbyshire Division. 
(continued,) 


The subject “Is the Ministry of Agriculture’s 
present method of slaughter in the best interests of 
Agriculture?” was opened by the who 
stated that he had no special knowledge on the subject. 
During the last month he had learned more about 
foot-and-mouth disease than ever before, and he had 
found that it was a very serious epidemic, and that 
it spread with rapidity. He thought it would be an 
insult to Sir Stewart Stockman if they did not support 
him in his policy. To him should be left the decision 
as to when they reached the point past which the 
policy would not be a good one to pursue. No one 
would be more willing to treat the disease than he 
(the President) if he could do it successfully from the 
point of view of the owner and neighbouring farmers, 
but he would not believe other than that when the 
present policy stopped the disease would spread like 
wildfire. It was easy to keep a curtain round a 
farm for seven or ten days, but when the time was 
increased to months the supervision became lax. 


Mr. Marrison said he, too, was in favour of the 
present policy, as he was afraid, with isolation, the 
disease would spread throughout the country. ‘Treat- 
ment might be all right from the veterinary surgeon's 
point of view. but it would bankrupt the farmer. 
He would say, * By all means support the Ministry of 
Agriculture in its present policy of slaughter.” 


Mr. Heatuer thought there might be a better 
way than slaughter. The whole secret of isolation 
was whether the premises were suitable or no. 
Secondly, there was the suitability of the owner of 
the stock -whether he were able to pay for treatment. 
If the Ministry, in cases that were suitable, would turn 
round and assist the owner, more could be done for 
agriculture than at present. In a previous outbreak 
he had a case at Long Eaton; there followed one at 
Sawley, and then came one at the premises of the 
Long Eaton Co-operative Society. Not for eight 
days after that last case was reported did the Ministry 
make any reply, and then it was not definite about 
slaughter. He started to treat the disease, and was 
going on wrong lines till he held a post-mortem on 
the first casualty. He found that the alimentary 
tract of the animal was infected from the mouth to 
the anus, and also the heart was affected. A medical 
officer of health was present, and said it mostly 
resembled typhoid in the human being, and suggested 
using an internal antiseptic. He followed that 
system, giving a dose at two o'clock, a second at: six, 
and a third at ten o’clock. Previously, there had 
been fed two skeps of feed to eighteen beasts. Next 
morning there was an increase of milk, six skeps of 
chop were eaten, and after that the animals gradually 
recovered. He tried inoculating five animals with 
serum from the vesicles of infected cows, but that 
had no effect. He then tried dung, and in four 
out of five cases there was foot-and-mouth disease 
within forty-eight hours. He had a free hand in 
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treating those cases, and that was why he said the 
Ministry of Agriculture could do more for agriculture 
by treatment in suitable cases. In an outbreak he 
had at Attenborough it took three days for the 
Ministry’s order to come through for slaughter. 
There were twenty-six animals in that case, and 
within fourteen feet was another farm with twenty 
cows, and only a sleeper wall between. Everyone knew 
that a cowshed built of sleepers was not air-tight 
orrat-proof. He started to treat the lot of the animals. 
He had the feet of the animals disinfected, and 
started the sulpho-carbolate of soda treatment as in 
the previous cases which he had been allowed to treat, 
and went to the adjoining farmer’s premises and 
adopted the same methods there. He had the dung 
yaken from the sheds, placed ina heap and burned. The 
representative of the Ministry came over, and saw on 
the first farm that four cows were infected. The 
whole of the cows on that farm were slaughtered. 
The adjoining farm never had a case at all. 


Mr. Howe expressed the opinion that the prestige 
of the profession was more or less at stake during the 
present outbreak. He looked at the matter from the 
point of view of the profession. If the outbreak were 
allowed to become endemic, the result would be that 
they would become practically out of work unless the 
Government made conditions such that they could do 
practically as they liked in the matter. His opinion 
was that the Ministry, having a competent veterinary 
staff, should have every support in the policy of 
slaughter, and continue in that policy, because agri- 
culturists would be so hedged in with restrictions 
under isolation that the milk and meat supplies would 
be interfered with and export damaged to such a 
degree as to render the trade futile for ever. If the 
Government had thought years ago to help their little 
struggling profession pecuniarily to the extent of 
£50,000 to £100,000 for research work in connection 
with the animals’ division, the probabilities were that 
foot-and-mouth disease problems would have been 
solved. As things were, unless the Ministry’s policy 
failed it was their duty to support that policy, or there 
would be trouble in front of them. They must be 
very cautious in criticising the slaughter policy in 
a great dairying centre like theirs. If it went forth 
that they were in favour of treating the disease, and 
treatment was continued, and in twelve months or two 
years’ time the disease was still there, the finger of 
scorn would be pointed to them individually, and the 
profession would suffer. There would be no compen- 
sation if the Government threw over the present 
policy of slaughter. In the case in his district where 
slaughter had taken place the farmer was satisfied 
with his compensation and there had been no fresh 
outbreak. 


Mr. W. F. Aston stated that he had had consider- 
able experience of foot-and-mouth disease on the 
continent, and as a temporary inspector of the Board 
in this country. As a result of that he most heartily 
supported and concurred with the present system of 
slaughter as the most beneficial for the stockowner 


and the country. As one who made his living as a 
practitioner, he would prefer to be relieved of what 
few cases might need special attention, and particu- 
larly of the onus of visiting infected places. There 
would be no advantage in the immediate slaughter 
of the one or two first affected animals, for wherever 
this had occurred it had not prevented all in-contacts 
quickly succumbing. He believed, with the French 
authorities, that infection was most virulent before 
marked clinical lesions developed. 


Major Bacsuaw asked, if the matter were taken out 
of the hands of the Government, would the farmer 
obtain a competent man to carry out treatment ? 
In his district he was afraid the farmers would them- 
selves carry out treatment handed down from their 
grandmothers, and thereby run the greatest risk of 
spreading the disease to neighbouring farms. He 
asked also how many farms were suitable for treatment 
in unsuitable hands; and how many farmers were 
qualified to carry out isolation. Treatment carried 
out without professional assistance would lead to 
disaster. Yet, if they were to found their scheme 
with veterinary surgeons to carry out the treatment, 
they would be pointed out as having an axe to grind. 
He would be prepared to treat suitable cases, but he 
would be very, very careful before saying premises 
were suitable. Therefore, he was of opinion that the 
Ministry were doing the right thing at the present time. 
Practically without exception continental authorities 
were in favour of slaughter, and the Netherlands had 
had a longer experience of the disease than this 
country. 


Captain Gunning had stated that his experience 
of the disease was limited, but from the data he had 
been able to gather, he could only come to one con- 
clusion—that slaughter was the only policy, and when 
they finished that they had lost the day. 


The PRESIDENT pointed out that, up to recently, 
only one per cent. of the animals in the country had 
been slaughtered, and nothing was said about other 
diseases which took off morg than that proportion of 
animals. It was all very well to instance the treat- 
ment of pedigree herds, but he found in one case of a 
Friesian herd that the owner spent £300 straight 
away on fencing and disinfectants. It was only a 
man with a bank balance to draw on whocould do that. 
The Duke of Westminster had his herd treated on a 
place that was ideal for isolation, but the ordinary 
farmer could not be placed on the same level. He 
proposed “ That the Derby Veterinary Association 
supports the polley of the Ministry of Agriculture in 
dealing with outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease 
in this country.” 


The resolution was put to the vote and carried. 

A discussion took place on whether the precautions 
taken by the authorities were adequate to prevent 
the spread of the disease. 


(To be continued. ) 
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Notes and News. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional tanemunt in 
these columns 


Diary of Events. 


Feb. 16th Joint Meeting of the West of Scotland and 
Scottish Metropolitan Divisions, at Glasgow. 


February 20th. Lincolnshire and District Division 
Annual General Meeting, at Grantham. 


February 21st -Royal Counties Division Annual 
Meeting and Dinner at Reading. 

‘ebruary 22nd. N.V.M.A. —Appointments Com- 
mittee, 2-30 p.m.; Finance Committee, 
4 0.m.; Editorial Committee, 5 p.m. 

March Mth Meeting of the North Wales Division 
at Llangefni. 


The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, recog- 
nising the value of the organisation of our Association, 
has sent a request that we obtain information from 
all our divisions with regard to the fees paid to wit- 
nesses in Courts of Law. This matter has been under 
consideration by this Association, and it was decided 
to work with the Royal College and give every assis- 
tance possible. With this end in view a circular has 
been sent to the Secretary of every Division asking 
each of them to do his utmost to obtain exact informa- 
tion from amongst the members of his Division as 
to the fees paid in the various areas. Blank forms 
to be filled in accompany the letters, and we ask our 
members to fill them in and return them through 
their local secretaries to 10 Gray’s Inn Square, at the 
earliest: possible moment. 


* * * * 


The Annual Meeting of the Midland Division at 
Birmingham was, as usual, a great success, not only 
as a pleasant re-union, but as a display of valuable 
clinical material. As in 1925, so this year the amount 
of material and the number of cases was almost too 
much for discussion in one afternoon. Only the 
energy and driving power of that really wonderful 
Secretary, Mr. Dases, in allowing no waste of time, 
and in making such excellent preparations beforehand, 
permitted the agenda to be completed. Mr. Forsyth 
may look back with satisfaction and gratification to a 
most successful year; he carries the good wishes 
and thanks of all for his pleasant and easy conduct of 
the business. Mr. Heelis, who now becomes President, 
can look forward with confidence to a good year, as 
everything concerning the “ Midland” is now going 
with a swing, one of the most promising signs being 
that the junior members are very much alive, and 
ready to come out into the open, when, however, 
they receive every encouragement. 


A very pleasant feature at the meeting was the 
presence of the President of the Royal Counties 
Division, Mr. J. W. McIntosh, who was paying his 
first visit to the ‘ Midland.” This interchange of 
courtesies between divisions is not only desirable, 
but is very much appreciated. It is good to see how 
other divisions manage their meetings and to bring 
greetings and good will from another district. Mr. 
McIntosh has now been President of five divisions, 
an honour probably unequalled by any other member 
of the Association, and his experience must be unique. 
He is also chairman of our Finance Committee, and 
commands the esteem and friendship of a very wide 
circle of friends, both in England and Scotland. 
Why should not other Presidents and Secretaries 
make a point of visiting other divisions and follow 
Mr. Melntosh’s good example ? 


* * 


During the last fortnight we have had quite a number 
of new members. not only from amongst those who 
have recently qualified, and to whom, by the way, 
we offer a very hearty welcome, but also from amongst 
many older member, who, for some reason or another, 
have been holding themselves aloof. We are particu- 
larly glad to have Professor Pemberthy once more a 
member, especiclly when we remember the interest 
he used to take and the work he used to do for the 
* National” in the days long passed. 


Mr. H. L. Roberts, M.R.C.V.S., as a member of 
The Half-Circle Club, attended Mrs. Noel Buxton’s 
‘At Home ” to meet the Prime Minister, on February 


The Committee to carry out the Ministry of Agri- 
culture's Foot-and-Mouth Disease Inquiry will consist 
of the Right Hon. E. G. Pretyman (Chairman), Mr. 
Walter Smith, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Mr. H. German, and Mr° 
Alexander Batchelor, 


Errata. 

In our report of the quarterly meeting of Council, 
N.V.M.A., published last week, the amount stated to have 
been standing on deposit at Lloyds Bank was erroneously 
given as £1,500. The figures should read £150. 


PERSONAL. 

Owing to ill-health, Mr. David Kerr, M.C., M.R.C.V.S., 
has resigned from the position of Chief Veterinary Lnspector 
to the County Council of Cumberland, his medical adviser 
having ordered three months’ complete rest. 


The Editor beys to acknowledge the receipt of the following »—- 
Communications from Mr. R. E. Alexander, Professor 
S. H. Gaiger, Messrs. H. Kirk, J. H. Jones, and L. Ll. Jones 
Reports of meetings of the Lancashire, North Wales, 
and Western Counties Divisions, and of the Annual Meeting 
of the Australian Veterinary Association. 


